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THE CHANGING SEASONS 
A Summary of the Spring Migration 


Ludlow Griscom 


LONG most of the California coast the pro 

longed winter drought carried over. The 
rains were late and inadequate, and the migration 
and start of the breeding season were late. Around 
San Francisco, the rains were a month late but more 
abundant. Leaves and flowers were produced, and 
a good crop of insects followed. While the migra- 
tion was late in starting, it was exceptionally pro- 
longed, many species were observed in good num- 
bers, and Dr. Linsdale regarded it as a particularly 
interesting and The 
and dry in 


unusual season. season Was 


relatively backward, cool Arizona and 


New 
In coastal 


Mexico. 
Texas it was a very dry spring, there 
were no cold fronts causing migrants to alight, and 
the migration was the poorest on record in the 
modern cra. In first’ individuals 
seen were at the peak of the spring flight of the 
species or even later, and Dr. Williams wisely puts 
the work “arrival” in quotation marks. Our only 
clue to the tropical birds comes from the Gulf coast 
of Florida, where 


many cases the 


the spring was warm and early, 
with a scattering of very early arrivals. Stray verv 
traced north to Ohio and 
Massachusetts. Returning, however, to Florida, this 
Gult 


northers, the 


early individuals can be 


section of the suffered from an 


flew 


coast. also 


absence of without 


birds over 
stopping, and the season was a poor one. 

Phe spring was early and warm in most of the 
southern and middle states, and heavy rains came 
in May, too late to affect the migration unfavorably 
except at the northern limits of this belt. In the 
northern states, however, there were radical climatic 
changes as the season advanced. After a long, hard 
winter the half of March was warm and 


pleasant, with an excellent migration of early spring 


second 


birds. April was definitely early from the Carolinas 
to Philadelphia, about average and featureless from 
New York to New England. May was a cold and 
rainy month from Philadelphia north, progressively 
colder and rainier without a_ single 
warm and pleasant day after May 10. Insects were 
scarce, and the birds dribbled through day by day 
with a marked tendency to bank up and accumulate, 
Waiting for more favorable weather to move north- 
ward. As a result, May 1948 was a phenomenally 
good month in Massachusetts, vving with 1917 in 


northward, 


the large numbers of many migrants observed for 
exactly similar reasons, though the conditions were 
tough on the observers. , 

Conditions were reversed in Ohio. A wet 
and 


March 
April changed to a dry and early May; the 
birding was poor and there were no marked waves, 
as the weather was too good! Up in the Great 
Plains the spring was cool and late, followed by 


a period of heavy floods, changing to warm and dry. 

Some of the more interesting population trends 
follow. 

Loons and grebes.— A remarkably good 
along the Atlantic seaboard. Worthy of special 
mention is Holboell’s grebe, which occurred in 
surprising numbers in the middle Atlantic 
region, West Virginia and Ohio as a spring migrant, 
while Mr. Henry reports the breeding population 
in North Dakota as having doubled. The eared 
grebe is increasing and moving east. Mr. Baillie re- 
ports a pair at Hamilton, Ont. There have been 
several sight records of strays in the past few years 
on the north Atlantic and in time a 
specimen will provide a proved record. Three brown 
pelicans flew up the Mississippi River past St. Louis 
on April 19; presumably the same birds passed 
Quincy, IIL, the next day. The gannet was remark- 
ably common in the Gulf of Mexico and the whole 
Atlantic seaboard, and is unquestionably increasing 
due to protection on its breeding rookeries. 

Herons and cranes.—'Vhe southern 


flight 


coast 


seaboard, 


herons con- 
tinue to increase and spread their range northward. 
here are now 2 nesting colonies of snowy egrets 
in New Jersey, totaling 100 pairs, and 2 stragglers 
this spring. The sandhill 
crane is also doing well. .\ total of 584 is reported 
in Michigan, and | was seen in Ohio for the first 
time in over half a century. 

Waterfowl.— An excellent flight of geese is re- 
ported from the Atlantic flyway, western New York 
and Iowa. \ slight increase of ducks is reported in 
the middle Atlantic states, lowa and North Dakota; 
they are definitely down in the Northeast, and the 
Prairie states. 


reached Massachusetts 


The new local population of ring 
necks in the Northeast is doing very well as is the 
buffle-head. The red-breasted 
less common in the north 


merganser is much 
\tlantic states than it 
used to be 50 years ago; readers should note with 


interest the astonishing concentration of 50-100 
thousand in Galveston Bay. 
Shorebirds.— The shorebirds had an_ excellent 


flight almost throughout the country. The chief ex- 
ception was Massachusetts, where this group crashed 
after an astonishing and steady increase over many 
years. To those who remember the near extinction 
of the golden plover, it is good reading to learn of 
flocks up to 700 in Ohio, and 2000 in Indiana and 
southern Ontario. A flock of 25 Hudsonian godwits 
was seen May 16 in the Missouri Valley Lakes 
district. 

Range expansion.—A_ black vulture in Ontario 
is perhaps the most striking example of the many 
southern birds moving northward. The pine-woods 
(Bachman’s) sparrow is another species having a 
boom at the moment. It has reached Ohio and 
Michigan, and some form of this species was col- 
lected in Kansas on April 26. 

Bachman’s warbler.— The Bachman’s warbler is 
a litthe known southern bird, which disappeared 
from every known breeding locality at least 15 years 








ago, and has been virtually unreported for a decade. 
May &, 


Professor 


\ male was found near Charleston, S.C., on 


the first individual in nearly 20° years. 


Cunningham kindly writes me with pardonable 
pride that he has located a singing male in the St. 
Francis River basin near Dunklin Co., Mo. 


SPRING MIGRATION 


April 1 to May 31, 1948 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION. —The 
long, hard winter ended on Mar. 14, and the bal- 
ance of the month was exceptionally mild and pleas- 
ant. There was a general 
arrival of the 
spring birds on the 17th, 
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eral weeks, one factor 
possibly accounting for the collapse of the duck 
migration. “Phe usual period of doldrums in early 
April was followed by a cold spell from Apr. 11 


through 18. Warmer weather ensuing, sharply con 
trasting conditions produced another marked wave 
and 


on Apr. 21 22; a special feature was a_ flood 


of vellow palm warblers, several observers report 
ing 100-150 in half a day. \ long cold: spell from 
\pr. 26 through May 9 brought the migration to 
a virtual standstill, only a very few individuals 
eradually sifting or trickling in. 

On May 10 a 


country, bringing 


truly spectacular wave flooded the 


the late April species and the 


first two groups of May birds (including females) 


in very large numbers. th a normal vear one can 


expect the first magnolia warbler on Mav 10; this 
including females, at) Nahant 
Nahant 


warbler, 


vear we found 75, 
Othe 


125; 


counts at WCEC: 


1753 


extraordinary 


black 


alone. 


catbird, and white 
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black-throated) blue, 65;  oven-bird, 75; vellow- 


800: 
15; white-throated sparrow, 1200; swamp 


throat, eastern towhee, 275; white-crowned 
sparrow, 
sparrow, 300. 
Nahant, 
bury Valley, Belmont, and Cambridge. 

From May 13 through June 14 there was almost 
nothing but fog, drizzle and rain, with easterly on 
the days. No 
marked movement of the birds occurred the rest of 
the spring, barring a flight of belated individuals on 
the 24th, and a trickle of very belated species on 


\ party of seven found 91 species at 
after finding birds abundant in the Sud- 


northwesterly winds on few clear 


June 7. The conditions were so poor that two things 
resulted: (1) the trickled north in 
spite of unfavorable weather; marked 


belated birds 


(2) a dam- 
ming up of many species occurred during the period 
May 18 through 23. Many after 
growling and cursing at the weather all month, hop- 


from observers, 
ing for the wave that never materialized, found to 
their surprise that they had never seen so many 
individuals of many of the regular transients before. 
On May 23 a large party undertook to entertain 
Roger Peterson and Guy Emerson in Essex Co.; we 
the field 
England record with 


were forced to be in for 2214 hours, but 


managed to break the New 


IG] species. 


Loons and grebes.—‘Vhere were excellent: num- 
bers of all possible species, including a Pacific loon 
in nearly perfect’ breeding plumage off Plum 


Island on Apr. 19; only the back and wing molt was 
incomplete. 

birds. About) the usual number of 
Wilson's petrels and sooty shearwaters were found 
off Cape Cod in late May. 


gannets was also remarkably belated; over 400 were 


Pelagic 
An excellent flight of 


seen from our boat on May 30 on the shoals cast of 
Cape Cod, but hardly any were adults 

late flight of 
\ snowy egret in full breeding 
Duxbury, Mar. 26: 
Vinevard by Emerson on 


Herons. —'Vhere was a good, but 

great blue herons. 

was observed at 

found on the 

present on June 3. 
An excellent flight of Canada 

2000 in a Plum 


Some brant were seen on Cape Cod, and 


plumage 
another, 
May 27, 


Ducks and eeese. 


was still 


geese was noted — up to day at 
Island. 
several flocks of snow geese were reported. ‘There 
was also an excellent flight: of scaup, golden-eves 
and old-squaws, and the greatest number of buftle 
heads and ring-necked ducks (up to 74, Sudbury 
River) Black and wood ducks about 


held their own, as did, perhaps, the green-winged 


ever recorded. 


All others crashed or failed miserably. 
hawks. The 
slowly filtering into Massachusetts; | was seen over 
Plum Island, Apr. 10 (Davis, Nash, Parker) . 
was an excellent hawk flight in March, a failure at 
the proper time in mid-April, and then an extra- 
May 2 (F. Elkins, 
Many belated birds passed through thereafter. 


teal. 


Vultures and turkey vulture is 


There 


ordinary movement on Mazzeo) . 


Rails and shorebirds. — Good numbers of Virginia 


and sora rails were recorded in mid-May, and the 








king rail was found in the usual places at Lynnfiell 
Wayland. 

For several vears the fall flight of shorebirds has 
this 


and 


been going down; year the spring flight) fell 
off very sharply, the only species not affected be 
ing semipalmated plovers, “peeps,” and greater yel- 
low-legs. A curlew sandpiper, still in winter plu 
mage, was scen by a large party at Chatham on 
May 30. 

Jac LCS, 
parasitic 
May; a 


gulls and terns. doth = pomarine and 
jaegers were found off Cape Cod in late 

rarity jaeger off 
May 23. There was a fine flight of 


ring-billed gulls, as usual in 


ercal was a pomarine 
Island, 
recent years; 
An adult) black 
headed gull was observed from Mar. 14 on at New- 


burvport, 


more 
Bonaparte’s were seen than usual. 


and an immature 


gradually molting 
into adult plumage was there from May 9 on. ‘Terns 
The 
least tern has been declining on the outer Cape for 


Plymouth 


were very late in arriving, and starting to nest. 


vears, as the colony 


has been building 
bird is Martha's 
Mr. No less than 2 


Caspian terns occurred in’ Essex Co., a very 


up; the steadily increasing on 


Vineyard, so Emerson tells me. 
rare 
spring bird there. 
Cuckoos, owls. 
Only 
half 


have arrived. 


Cuckoos have so far failed to 
a few straggling yellow-billed, and 
the normal black-billed 
Phe usual barn owls are nesting on 
Onc 


Belmont on 


show up. 
less than numbers of 
the Vinevard was found roosting in a coni- 
\pr. 9 (F. Elkins). 
swallows. — Particularly 


fer grove at 
Flycatchers 
numbers of 


and 
the 
May were reported. 


pool 
late 
numbers of 
nearly all species of swallows, the cliff making a 


rerer transient flycatchers of 


There were low 
particularly poor showing. Many reports of starved 
the 


seen on 


othe 
mi- 


and dead swallows were received. On 


hand, more martins than usual were 
eration. 

Other land birds. — A good flight of rusty black 
birds passed through, and for the second spring tia 
have 
already commented on the high counts for most 
of the late April and May 


stragelers were the same as in 


succession flocks of pipits were reported. 1 


Southern 
recent 


transients. 
about years: 
blue-gray enatcatchers (at least 5), white-eved vireos 


(at least blue-winged and Brewster's warblers 


Wavland 
3 different 
Ross. 


north to Essex Co.: 
Mav 13. A cerulean 
Wavland., 


a hooded warbler at 


warbler was found 


times at Mav 13 


(Curtis, Griscom, 


Crain), and an adult male was recorded at Nahant. 
May 23 (Griscom). The orchard oriole was found 
at Wayland as usual (2), and stragglers turned up 
at Cambridge, Plum Island and Salisbury. 


Rarity Phe rarity giving the most pleasure to 


the most ibis 
(Mass. 
Russell 
Argue, and Maurice 
GRISCOM, 


people was the sight of 3. glossy 
Lynnfield marsh on Mav 16 
field trip, led by CG. 
Arthur 
LupLow 


Zoology * 


circling ove 
Audubon Society 
Mason, Margaret 
Ruth 


of Comparative 
| 


and 
Museum 
Mass. 


and Kimery) . 


Cambridge 38, 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION. — Spring 
migration in the New York Region was not the 


exciting event of other years, and perhaps the 


weather was largely re 









sponsible. March was 

very warm, with 

maximum tempera 

ne tures in the seventies 

‘ The second half of 

QueBec \ April was cold, with 

f plenty of rain and 

fAONTREAL wind, and this condi 

— sit y, tion lasted throughout 

mA) Mav. The rainfall for 

oe Xo the latter month was 

: ».6 inches in excess of 

‘ \ normal, the’ winds 

2 <7) were high, and there 

J Aye’ were about 12. days 
HARTFORD’ 

Ze MONTAUK without some precipi 


tation. These data are 
based on the records 
of the New York office 
of the Weather Bureau 
The prevalence of this cool, wet weather may 


KNEW YORK 
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have affected the normal progress of migration in 


several ways, not only in holding back the mi 


grants, but also in interfering with their food sup 
ply. In until late May, 
an almost complete absence of the larvae of the 


many localities there was, 
Geometrid moths. The insectivorous migrants, find 
ing this lack of their accustomed food, seemed to 
avoid these areas, perhaps hurrying through to 
other sections where insect life was more plentiful 
\t this time one frequently might observe birds 
which normally seek their the 
feeding upon the ground. 

Despite adverse conditions, a few good warbler 
days 


food in treetops 


were reported. ‘Three exceptionally 
Mav 10-12. coincided with the pro 
nounced wave of the spring. May 23-24 also showed 
a flight of wave proportions. On dates the 
weather was clear and mild but windy. If the spring 
difficult 
observers 


warm 
davs, most 
these 


was a one for migrants it was trying to 
the rain, wind and 
‘birding’ a rather onerous undertaking. 


, ? 
Pelagic 


too, for cold) made 
birds. — \ good flight of loons and con 
\pril and = May 
Several greater shearwaters were seen at Gilgo, L.1., 
on May 16 
many 


morants occurred throughout 


(Jacobson, Sedwitz), and there were 
gannets migrating in 
along the coasts of New Jersey and Long Island. 
Herons. — Southern herons were not 
Little blues were seen at Jones Beach, L.1. 
April, and at Lawrence, L.I., on May 1 
Darrow). 


reports of numbers 
unusual. 
, in late 
> (Bull, 
At the latter point on the same day 
observers reported a ibis. Yellow 
crowned night herons were present at Woodmere 
and at Jones Beach, L.I., in early May. 

and ducks. — The 
at Merrick, L.I., 


these glossy 


Geese concentration of brant 


reached a maximum of 2000 birds 
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and there were additional reports from other points 
on southern Long Island. 

Reports of migrating snow geese grow] more nu- 
merous each year. The outstanding record is a flock 
of approximately 1500 birds seen flying north over 
Westfield, N.J., in late March (Mrs. Wdolfenden) . 
Other observers record a flock of 60 over Jones 
Beach on Apr. 15 (Mayer, Rose). European widgeon 
were last seen in both New Jersey and Long Island 
on March 20. The flock of gadwall at Jqnes Beach 
built up to 28 birds during April. Ring-necked 
ducks were very scarce on Long Island, but  rela- 
lively plentiful in northern New Jerséy in late 
March. Both white-winged and surf scoters have 
been numerous in migration; a flight totaling 400 
birds was seen flying in, very high, from Long 
Island Sound and northward over the harbor of 
New Haven, Conn. (Bunting, Mathews). Some of 
these were white-winged but most were too high for 
identification. A king eider was at Gilgo, L.I., on 
May 31, associated with a large flock of scoters. 

Hawks. — The flight on Long Island was poor 
but in New Jersey it was at least normal. Broad- 
wings were rather late, red-tails were down in 
numbers. Both sharp-shinned and Cooper's hawks 
were rather numerous and more duck hawks than 
usual were seen. 

Shorebirds. — Reports from Long Island indicate 
a splendid flight of shorebirds. The first’ piping 
plover was seen on March 20, and a flock of 90 
at Moriches, L.I., on March 26 (Wilcox). Black- 
bellied and semipalmated plover were numerous. 
Phe small arrived in satisfactory 
numbers but were rather late; the willet was al- 
most unrecorded. Hudsonian curlew were few as 
were the upland plover. 


sandpipers 


A curlew sandpiper was 
seen at Jamaica Bay, L.1., on May 16 (Eisenmann 
et al.). In northern New Jersey the shorebird 
flight was normal, with good representations of 
knots and dowitchers. 

Gulls and terns. — \ few glaucous gulls were seen 
on southern Long Island during March and April, 
and an Iceland gull was present at Gilgo on May 31. 
There were very few reports of jaegers; one, a 
pomarine, was noted off the New Jersey coast in 
early May. There was a good flight of terns at 
Atlantic Beach, L.I., on May 15; in this flight both 
black and roseate terns were well represented. In 
New Jersey the least tern was numerous. 

Land birds. — Until May 10 the flight of land 
birds was poor. Early migrants appeared on Long 
Island during the last week of March: the phoebe, 
tree swallow, and winter wren. The fox sparrow 
arrived then, but in small numbers, and the Ipswich 
sparrow appeared in numbers in localities where it 
had not wintered. 

In early April, vesper and Savannah = sparrows 
became very numerous. Swallows migrated in 
abundance and on May 22 hundreds of these birds 
were seen flying westward at Idlewild, L.I. Among 
the migrating flocks, cliff swallows were fairly com- 
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mon. ‘The Carolina wren survived the winter in 
some locations on Long Island but disappeared 
from the spots in northern New Jersey where it 
had wintered for several years. ‘The blue-gray gnat- 
catcher was again reported on Long Island and in 
northern New Jersey. Among the warblers the bay- 
breasted and the Cape May were not as numerous 
as they were last year, but the ‘Tennessee was rela- 
tively common. 

From all sections of the region came reports of an 
unusual abundance of the = scarlet tanager. In 
Connecticut they were “more common than I have 
ever seen them” (Bunting). At Ramsey, N. J., 30 
males were counted in a half mile, and in the same 
stretch there were at least an equal number of 
females. Practically all of these birds were feeding 
on the ground (C. K. Nichols). A summer tanager 
was seen at Woodmere, L.I., on May 15 (Bull 
et al.) White-crowned sparrows were not uncom 
mon throughout the region. The last snow bunt- 
ing seen was at Oak Beach, L.I., on May 9 (Elliott). 
—CuHartes K. Nicnois, American Museum of 
Natural History, New York 24, N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION. -— Fol- 
lowing a very cold and snowy winter, March was 
unseasonably warm (excess of 514° per day at 
Washington). 
April continued 





warm (excess of 
1°) in southern 


portion of the 











oe area but with 
ee ee al . . 
' eReve windy and rainy 
ae ‘ cool days in the 
Pd wATER® 
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oe SReLUee northern part. 





aie cHIncy’ May was cool and 

. wet. Vegetation 
was early; winter 
birds — left 
of schedule; and 
there were many 


ahead 











early arrivals. 
‘There were two interesting regional counts on May 
9 One, conducted by the D.V.O.C. in the Phila- 
delphia area with 17 groups, observed 209 species, 
including 33 warblers, 23 shorebirds, and 20 finches 
and sparrows. Among the latter was a tree sparrow, 
Haddonfield, N.J. Few 
rarities or unusual birds were found. The other 
count by 53 observers in Maryland, southern Dela- 
ware, and the Washington area, [2535 
individual birds of 180 species. ‘This count, com- 


a very late migrant, at 


listed 


pared with a similar count in the same gencral 
region in 1913 showed definite increases in cer- 
tain austral species, notably the red-bellied wood- 
pecker, and prothonotary and hooded warblers. In 
the Philadelphia area the migration of warblers 
and other small land birds was on the whole dis- 
appointing. Reports indicated that the peak oc- 
curred from May 9 to 15. 


— 


Grebes, loons and pelagic birds. —The most 
striking feature of the period was the unprece- 
dented flight of Holboell’s grebes from Mar. 7 to 
\pr. 15; reports came from Charlottesville, Va.. 
through Washington, Maryland, Delaware, and 
north along the coast. ‘There were only about a 
dozen previous records in the Washington area. 
Horned grebes have also been unusually com 
mon, being last seen at the National Airport: in 
Washington, and at Seneca, Md., on May 8; a 
maximum of 222 was noted on the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland on Mar. 31 and Apr. 1. ‘Three red- 
throated loons were migrating past Ocean City, 
Md., May 23; and 1 changing to spring plumage 
was seen at Stone Harbor, N.J.. May 30. | sooty 
shearwater (second Virginia record) was found 
dead at Cobb’s Island, May 31 (Mrs. A. C. Reed). 
Mrs. Reed counted 1000 gannets between Norfolk 
and Cape Charles, Va., Mar. 27.) Numerous  re- 
ports of migrating double-crested cormorants in 
the New Jersey region, from Apr. 10 to May 10, 
indicate a heavy movement of these birds. Fou 
were scen at the National Airport, May 24. 

Herons. 
colonies on Seven Mile Beach, Cape May Co. Fox 
and Wright estimated the numbers in the more 


Much interest centered around 2 heron 


northern rookerv as follows: 1 Am. egret, 8 snowy 
egrets, 400 litthe blue herons, 6 black-crowned 
night herons, 1 Louisiana heron. On Apr. 29 
Wright commented on both colonics as follows: 
black-crowned night herons very abundant, 5 vel 
low-crowned night herons, 3 Am. egrets, many 
snowy egrets nesting in both colonies (perhaps 
100), many litthe blue herons, and 1 Louisiana 
heron. Fred R. Scott, Jr., and Charles E. Stevens, 
Jr.. located a large great blue heron colony in the 
Chickahominy Swamp, below Richmond, carly in 
June. Other heron records: Am. egret, National 
\irport, Mar. 21 (T. W. Donnelly); snowy egret, 
Elliott Island, Md., Mar. 31; least bittern, Washing- 
ton, Apr. 14 (E. Krahe). 

Waterfowl. —On March 25, Washington observers 
saw one of the largest flights of whistling swans 
ever recorded for that inland area, 400 passing 
over the Patuxent Refuge. Canada geese were re- 
ported frequently in the Philadelphia region 
throughout April and well into May. On May 9. 
flocks of a dozen or more, some of them doubtless 
local breeders, were seen at 5 different points. On 
Mar. 6. 1000 were seen at Romancoke, Md., and as 
manv at Perry Point, Md., on Mar. 22. There 
were 350 brant at Ocean City, Md., on Mar. 25, 
and 30 on Mar. 31; and 75 snow geese on Apr. 3, a 
late date (S. H. Low). At Fortescue, N.J., snow geese 
had decreased to 8000 on Apr. 4 from a high of 
20 to 30.000 on Mar. 28. Wood duck reports indi- 
cated some increase in New Jersey. A flock of a dozen 
or more was seen at Wenonah by Middleton in late 
April. The duck migration was good in the Rich- 
mond area (Scott), with high counts of 3200 pin- 
tails at Curle’s Neck, Mar. 14; 200) canvas-backs 


at Hopewell, Mar. 21; > and 300 ruddies at Hope 
well, Apr. 3. Other duck reports of interest were: 
green-winged teal, Washington, Apr. 17, and Bom 
bay Hook Refuge, Del., May 8, both late dates; 
late blue-winged teal records at Seneca, Md., May 
8, and National Airport, May 16; 3000 redheads at 
Bengies Quarter, Md., Mar. 7; ring-necked ducks, 
110 at Seneca on Mar. 19, and 300 at Norfolk on 
Mar. 14; canvas-back at National Airport, May 24; 
t American golden-eyes at Lynchburg on Feb. 
22 and 4 at Charlottesville on Feb. 28; an old 
squaw at Ocean City, Md., Apr. 21) (Meantley, 
Stewart) ; 50 ruddies still present on the Delaware 
River below Philadelphia on May 9. Both  red- 
breasted and hooded mergansers were unusually 
common at Charlottesville in March and April. 

Birds of prey.—A_ black vulture was seen at 
Cape May on May 2 (McLaughlin, Regensberg) . 
\ red-tailed hawk’s nest at Leesburg, Va., had 
eggs or small young on Apr. 17. Single rough 
legged hawks were seen at Kent's Island and Port 
Tobacco, Md., on Feb. 28; and another by Meanley 
and Stewart at Wye Mills, Md., Apr. 21. A golden 
eagle was shot in Bedford Co., Va., about Feb. 20. 
McLaughlin and Regensberg discovered a marsh 
hawk’s nest with 4 eggs near Stone Harbor, N.J., on 
May 2. Regensberg found 2 duck hawks, apparent 
ly nesting, in a deserted quarry above Trenton, 
N.J.. on May 24. A pigeon hawk was seen at 
Charlottesville on Mar. 27. 

Gallinules. — Rarity: a purple gallinule was dis 
covered by Mrs. E. Y. Kramer in a cattail marsh 
at Wilmington, Del., on May 1. This rare find 
created a stir among observers, a number of whom 
saw the bird during the following week. Curiously 
cnough, shortly after the gallinule disappeared 
from Wilmington, another or the same bird was 
scen at Trenton on May 23 and 24 by Bloor. .\ 
pair of coots at Byrd Park, Richmond, had 4 downy 
young in early June, only 2 of them surviving on 
June 10. 

Shorebirds. — Purple sandpipers remained at 
Ocean City, Md., through May 15. A piping 
plover’s nest with 4 eggs was found at Ocean 
Citv, Md., May 17 (Jj. E. Willoughby). There 
was a report of 105 ruddy turnstones at Ocean 
City, Md., on May 22 and of 85 at Assateague Is- 
land, Md., on May 23. On Mar. 26, Coman found 4 
pectoral sandpipers at National Park, N.J., and on 
Mar. 28. P. Street saw 2 at Bombay Hook. This 
sandpiper is rare in spring in this area, and when 
found usually occurs in late April or May. Other 
shorebird records: about 300 Hudsonian curlews 
counted by B. Wright near Stone Harbor, May 1; 
late date for the upland plover at the National 
Airport, May 8; willet, 22 at Ocean City, Md., on 
April 21, and nest with 4 eggs on May 22; white- 
rumped sandpiper, 3 at Norfolk on May 10 (Mrs. 
Reed) , 1 at Ocean City, Md., on May 17, and | at 
Chincoteague on May 20; western sandpiper at 
Charlottesville on May 20 (Kenneth Lawless), and 








several at) Westville, N.J.. on Mav 9 (Manners) ; 
stilt sandpiper at Norfolk on May 10 (Mrs. Reed) . 
Gulls and terns. — A 


Ocean City, N.J., on 


glaucous gull was seen at 
Mar. 21) (Manners), and 
an immature Iceland gull at Ocean City, Md., on 
May 15 (P. Street). The great black-backed gull 
was noted at Norfolk on Feb. 27 and Mar. 18, and 
last seen at Chesapeake Beach, Md., on Mar. 27. 
Herring gulls were seen inland at Lynchburg on 
Mar. 23 and at Charlottesville on May 1-3. Bona- 
parte’s gulls were exceptionally abundant along the 


Delaware River during April and May. Fourteen 


immature birds were still present at Westville, N.J., 


on May 23. 
Forster’s and 


\mong terns seen inland 
5 rovals at Charlottesville on 
(Stevens) , a Caspian (early) 
Ft. Belvoir, Va., on Apr. 17, others later 
ington up to May 22, and one at 
9 (Bloor). Least 
Citv, Md., May 22. 
Whip-poor-wills, hummingbirds.—The most strik- 
ing case of early arrival was the whip-poor-will, 


were a 
May 5 
at Gunston Cove and 
at Wash- 
Trenton on May 


terns had single eggs at Ocean 


which appeared at Lynchburg on Mar. 24 (pre- 
vious carliest date, Apr. 8) and at Bowie, Md., 
on March 22 (Helen Severance). The humming- 
bird was 12 davs earlier at Charlottesville than 
previously recorded. 

Wood peckers, larks, gnatcatchers. — A red-headed 


woodpecker, now rare in south Jersey, was found 
by McLaughlin at National Park, May 23. A pair 
horned larks had started a nest at Ft. 
Mar. 22; the eggs in a West 
City, Md., May and 3 
downy young were reported in a nest at Ocean City, 


of prairie 


Belvoir on nest at 


Ocean hatched on 22-23; 


N.J.. on May 15 (Fox). Miss Elizabeth Lippincott 
found a pair of blue-gray gnatcatchers building 
in a willow tree near Centerton, Burlington Co., 


N.J.. on Mav 9, a rare find indeed 
the second record for the county. 

Warblers. — The vellow warbler had a nest com- 
pleted on May 2 at Mt. Vernon. A Swainson’s warb- 
ler was back on its breeding grounds at Whalevs- 
ville on Apr. 21. The 


, and, we believe, 


Louisiana water-thrush 


was 
early at Richmond (Mar. 21), Washington (Mar. 
25), and Bowens, Md., (Mar. 27); the prothono- 
tary (Apr. 18) and Kentucky (Apr. 24) at Ft. Bel- 


voir; and the worm-eating warbler 


Whalevsville, Md. 


(Apr. 21) at 
The parula and cerulean warb- 
lers and redstart were from 6 to early at 
Charlottesville. Cerulean warblers seem to be in- 
creasing along the Potomac above Great Falls, where 
8 singing found on May 24. Some of 
the warblers rare in the Philadelphia area were 


12 days 


males were 


noted: Lawrence’s warbler at Lawrenceville, N.J., 
May 9 (Bloor) srewster’s warbler at Wayne, Pa., 
May 9 (P. Street); a pair of prothonotary warb- 
lers at Trenton, May 26 (Regensberg et al.); vel- 


low-throated warbler at Cape May, May 2 (Regens- 
berg et al.). Among uncommon warblers for 
central Virginia the mourning was seen at Lynch- 


burg (third record, Freer) on May 24 and at 


Charlottesville (Lawless) on May 23; 
warbler was seen at Lynchburg 
May 25, and was fairly common at Charlottesville. 

Icterids, finches. — Observers around Philadelphia 
commented particularly on the unusual numbers 
of Baltimore orioles and rose-breasted grosbeaks in 
the migration. One of the latter 
grant in Cape May Co., was observed by Mrs. 
Rutherford at Ocean View, N.J. The first bronzed 
grackles were seen in the flocks of purple grackles 
at Towson, Md., on Feb. 27. Boat-tailed grackles 
had half-grown young in the nests at Ocean City, 
Md., on May 22. The Lapland longspur (I. R. 
Barnes) and snow bunting were seen at Ocean City, 
Md., on Feb. 23—JuLtan K. Potter, 437 Park 
Avenue, Collingswood, N.J., and J. J]. Murray, 6 
White St., 


and Wilson's 
(second record) on 


birds, a rare mi- 


Lexington, Va. 


CAROLINA REGION.— Temperatures and_ rain- 
fall were slightly over normal for region as a whole. 
Migration movements appeared fairly normal, al- 
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region as 
a whole mourning doves showed a distinct decrease. 


Diving and wading birds. — Horned grebes and 
gannets stayed somewhat late, being noted at 


Wrightsville Beach, N.C., Apr. 24. At Lumberton, 
N.C., anhingas showed up early on May 2, at a 
small nesting colony. 
at Mt. Olive, N.C., 


Somewhat early was an cgret 
Mar. 16, but green herons at 
Charleston on Apr. 4 and Raleigh on May 1 
late arrivals. Five flocks of wood ibises were 
on time at Charleston, Apr. 

Waterfowl. —Somewhat late were approximately 
ducks on the Santee delta, 
S.C., Apr. 20. Baldpate and blue-winged — teal 
made up the bulk of with a few each of 
pintails, blacks, and 
gadwall. Likewise somewhat late were baldpate at 
Wilmington, May 9,:a ring-neck (injured?) at Col- 
umbia, S.C., May 31, scaup ducks and a golden-eye 
at Wrightsville, Apr. 24, Am. merganser at Mt. 


were 
about 


one thousand lower 


these, 


shovellers, and a very few 


Clive, Apr. 29, and a ruddy at Raleigh, May 1. 
Hawks. — Regular, but never common, were 2 
or 3 Mississippi kites near Charleston in’ May. 


Reported as late was a sparrow hawk at Mt. Olive, 
May 8 (where the species is not known to nest). 
Leaving somewhat early was marsh hawk at Char- 
lotte, Apr. 3, and somewhat late at 
Apr. 24. 

Coots and gallinules. — Coots remained later, in 
larger numbers than usual. Dozens were reported 
at points on the South Carolina coast throughout 


Wrightsville, 


the period, and 1 at Columbia to May 9. 
Greensboro \pr. 
11, and at Lumberton a purple gallinule hit a 
wire on Apr. 14, probably the earliest North Caro- 


Near 


a Florida gallinule was early on 


lina date by two weeks. 
Shorebirds and terns. There were very good 
flights. with peaks perhaps a week later than 


average for several species. “Phe fact that a number 
of species winter in goodly numbers on the lower 
North and South Carolina coasts clouds migration 
dates. but the following are considered as_ such: 


semipalmated plover a little early inland, at Mt. 


Olive, May 9; apparently late was spotted sand- 
piper, not noted at Raleigh until May 1, and 
Greensboro, May 19; also late seem solitary sand- 
piper at Raleigh, May 1, and Charleston, May 5. 


More than two weeks ahead of previous extreme 
was a black-necked stilt on Apr. 8 on Bull's Island, 
(Walsh). Late in 
Olive, 


Was a 


near Charleston leaving 
May 8. 


common 


was 
a Wilson’s snipe at Mt. Somewhat 
tern on Apr. 
14 (recently this species has been doubtfully re 


early at Charleston 


ported in winter on this coast). Very infrequently 


reported near Charleston was a roseate tern on 
Apr. 5 (Walsh). It is entirely possible that ob- 
servers here are missing this bird. Ground doves 


near Wilmington, Apr. 24 and 25 (Rohwer, Funder- 
burg) may have been breeding birds. ‘There are 
enough North Carolina records, at the proper sca 
son, to warrant the prediction that nests will) be 
found. 

Yellow billed cuckoos were 
May 1 (Raleigh) to May 9 
chuck-will’s-widows ranged — from 
early, Mar. 17 (at Charleston) to late, Apr. 25 (Col- 
umbia) and May 10 (Chapel Hill); nighthawks 
were abnormally early at Charleston, Mar. 20, to late 
at Lumberton, May 2; chimney swifts ranged from 
early at Charleston 


Other non- passerines. 
a little 
(Columbia) ; 


early, from 


(Mar. 24), average at Greens- 
boro, Wilmington and Chapel Hill) (Apr. 4, 5, 6) 
to late at Columbia (Apr. 18). Ruby-throated hum- 
mingbirds ranged from early at Charleston on 
March 13 to late at Raleigh, May 1. 

Flycatchers. — Crested flycatchers arrived on about 
average dates, from Apr. 8 (Columbia and Charles- 
ton) to Apr. 19 (Raleigh); Acadian flycatchers like- 
wise average, Apr. 23. (near Wilmington) to Apr. 
30 (Raleigh); wood pewees early at Wilmington, 
Apr. 6. and Mt. Olive, Apr. 15, and average nea 
Columbia, Apr. 24. and Raleigh, May 1; eastern 
kingbirds ranged from somewhat early on Apr. 5 


near Savannah, Ga., to average at Raleigh, Apr. 
19; decidedly uncommon was grey kingbird (pos 
sibly 2 birds involved) near Charleston, Apr. 


25 and 27 (Hagood, Seebeck) . 


Thrushes, kinglets. —Vhrush migrations appeared 
average, except somewhat early was a gray-cheeked 
at Brookgreen (near Georgetown, S.C.) on Apr. 11, 
and early wood thrushes from March 14 at 
Charleston to Apr. 12 at Raleigh; Wilmington, 
Mt. Olive, and Charlotte all reported the bird on 


were 


Apr. ll. Ruby-crowned kinglets left) somewhat 
later than usual, being reported at Columbia, Apr. 
22, and Raleigh, May 1. 

Waxings, vireos. — Waxings left the coastal re 
gion a little early, but somewhat late at Raleigh, 
May 21, and Greensboro, May 22. Among the vireos, 
white-eves were about on time on the 
somewhat late inland, from Apr. 2 at Columbia to 
Apr. 14 at Charlotte; red-eyes were a little early 
at Columbia, Apr. 12, and Mt. Olive, Apr. 13; 
yellow-throated vireos were somewhat later than 
average at most points, from Mar. 19 at Charleston 
to Apr. 26 at Raleigh. 

Warblers. 
time, 


coast’ but 


-Myrtle warblers departed about on 
Apr. 21 at Charleston to May II at 
prothonotary warblers ranged from early 
at’ Wilmington, Apr. 5, to 


from 
Raleigh; 


average at Charlotte, 


Apr. 24. Always noteworthy were Swainson’'s 
warblers near Wilmington, Apr. 24 (studied by 


possibly 75 N.C. Bird Club members), and about 
35 miles cast of Rocky Mount, May 22 (Trott); un 
common were golden-winged and blue-winged warb 
lers near Chapel Hill, Apr. 30 (Trott); and single 
blue-wings at Brookgreen, Apr. 23, and Wilson Co., 
N.C., Apr. 24 (C. S. & E. C. Robbins) .Very rare was a 
Bachman’s warbler near Charleston, first noted by 
Thos. Uzzell, May 8, and studied on several occa- 
sions through mid-May by most of the Charleston 
observers; locally distributed but regular in small 
numbers were black-throated green (Wayne’s) warb- 
lers, on the South Carolina coast in May. Chestnut- 
sided warblers were unusually common at Chapel 
Hill, and black-polls at Mt. Olive and Raleigh (the 
latter species was early near Charleston on Apr. 8) ; 
at Mt. Olive a northern water-thrush was reported 
as a first record for that area, although one might 
have expected it to be regular there; more common 
than usual were Kentucky warblers at Mt. Olive, 
although apparently late on May 1; apparently the 
first coastal North Carolina record was made for 
the Connecticut warbler on Apr. 24 and 25 near 
Wilmington (C. Appleberry, J. Funderburg) ; yel- 
low-breasted chats were reported on time, ranging 
from Apr. 10 at Mt. Olive to Apr. 23 at Raleigh; 
also on average schedule were hooded warblers 
from Apr. 5 at Mt. Olive to Apr. 20 at Chapel Hill; 
at Columbia redstarts remained until May 27, al- 
though they are not known to breed in that area. 

Blackbirds and sparrows. — Bobolinks appeared 
in the Charleston region in smaller numbers, were 
late, and made a shorter stay than usual, being 
here from Apr. 22 to the first week in May (and 
at Mt. Olive, May 9); orchard orioles arrived on 
usual schedules, ranging from Apr. 7 at Charleston 
to May 1 at Raleigh; both scarlet and summer 
tanagers were average in dates, the former passing 
through in early May and the latter ranging in 
arrival dates from Apr. 12 at Columbia to Apr. 19 
at Raleigh; painted buntings arrived at Charleston 
as usual in the first week in April, although they 
had already been reported on the abnormally early 
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date of Mar. 7 at Wilmington; 


were reported on average dates, from 


indigo buntings 
Apr. 24 at 
Wilmington to Apr. 26 at Raleigh, and somewhat 
early at Chapel Hill, on Apr. 20; 
and departed on 
juncos stayed a little late on and 
near the coast, Apr. 7 at Charleston to May 2 at 
Lumberton, but left a little early or on time at 
Columbia, Apr. 13, and Raleigh, Apr. 19. 

Note: 
next 


white-throats, 


song swamp sparrows ebout 


average dates; 


Breeding notes will be held over for the 
report.— E. B. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Museum, Charleston, S.C., 
Charlotte, N.C. 


Charleston 
and B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION. 
-The months of April and May, although cool 
and somewhat backward, produced little else in 
the way of unusual 
weather in this re- 
gion and the mi- 
grants, viewed gen- 
erally, “dribbled” 
through without 
real 
being evident. 





any “waves” 

Grebes. — George 
North of Hamilton, 
came up with the 
first Ontario ob- 
servation of eared 
grebes at Carroll's 
Point, Hamilton 
+ Bay, Apr. 28. These 
(a pair) were seen later in the day by Neil 
\n early record of the species in Bruce 
County, Ont., (prior to 1886) lacked 
mav have been the result of a misidentification. 

Herons. 


usual in 














birds 
Bourne. 
details and 
Ihe Am. egret is not particularly un- 
southern Ontario autumns, but 
spring reports are rare and probably number less 
dozen. This season 2 were seen in Kent 
May 6 by A. A. Wood and R. Black- 
burn. The reported nesting of this species for the 
first time in western Lake Erie (West Sister Island, 
Ohio) points to its possible nesting in the extreme 
Ontario, and 
Kent, Essex and Lambton Counties might well be 
on the lookout for nests. 
Canada is known. 


some 


than a 
County on 


southwestern section of observers in 


No record of nesting in 
Geese. — The Buffalo Ornithological Society esti- 
mated 11,000 Canada geese to be present at Oak 
Orchard Swamp, N.Y., on Apr. 4. On the IIth, 
25 cars of observers from Buffalo, Hamilton, Toron- 
to and other points, visited the area to see this 
great concentration. 

Of recent years (commencing 1938), a few Am. 
brant have paid visits to Toronto during the last 
few days of May and the first half of June. This 


year, 7 birds were in the flock when first observed 


lrowern, 
May 31 


on the Island Airport, May 23° (R. W. 

‘. LL. Basie). They 
(Cc. H. DBD. Clarke) . 
Vultures. 


were last seen on 
Last year (1947). a specimen of the 
black vulture was secured at Niagara Falls on July 
21 first 
servation 


—~and since a second ob- 
made on Mav 6 of this 
Port Rowan (pair seen by H. M. Halliday and W. 


H. Carrick), a gradual northward extension in the 


Ontario record 


was vear at 


range of the species may be taking place. 
Shorebirds. items seem worthy of men- 
At the head of Lake Superior (Fort William) , 
a flock of 21 marbled godwits was seen on May 19 
by A. E. Allin— unusual for that and 
heavy concentrations of plover were re- 
from. the 


Iwo 
tion. 


region 
golden 
counties of 
Ontario earlier in the May 2, 
flocks totaling 2000 were seen in Dover township, 
Kent Co., by D. Young, and on May 6, C. D. Fowle 


ported two southernmost 


same month. On 


counted 165 in a= flock at Pelee Island, Essex 
County. 
Wrens. — Southern Ontario lies at the northern 


edge of the range of many birds. Bewick’s wren is 
an example. Since the late Dr. W. E. Saunders 
first 1898 (Middlesex 
County), the species has been reported from 7 


made the observation in 
localities north to Georgian Bay and east to Toron- 
to. No breeding evidence has yet been discovered. 
This vear (1948) a second observation was made at 
Toronto, April 12 (D. Perks, T. B. Kurata). The 
only other place which has reported more than a 
single observation is Point Pelee, where it has been 
seen in April and May of 4 different years (1909, 
1917, 1947 and 1948). 

Finches. — Last winter a heavy migration of 
both species of crossbills occurred in that section 
of southern Ontario lying between Lake Ontario 
and Lake Nipissing. As an aftermath to the in- 
vasion, 5 nests of the red crossbill were discovered 
in April, 1 in Renfrew County and 4 at Rutherglen, 
east of Lake Nipissing. 
by Mrs. Louise de Kiriline Lawrence, who is pub- 
lishing the details in the Canadian Field-Natural- 
ist. Previous 


The latter were discovered 


records of red crossbill nests in 
southern Ontario were from ‘Toronto (April, 1884) 
and London (April, 1909). 

The number of observations of Oregon juncos in 
southern Ontario has been growing since A. JA. 
Wood secured the first specimen near London on 
Mar. 26, 1929. Since then, specimens have been 
secured in Kent, Peel and Counties. All 
these have been referred to Junco oreganus mon- 
Many sight records have been made; this 
Toronto (Rose- 
on Apr. 6 by George Gibson. 

Clay-colored Ontario from 
Sault Ste. Marie westward. ‘There is growing evi- 
dence that they breed here and there throughout 
southern Ontario also, as summer occurrences have 
been reported from Manitoulin District and from 
Huron, Middlesex, Simcoe, York, Victoria and Ren- 


Simcoe 


fanus. 
season one was reported at 
dale Golf Course) 


sparrows nest in 


well as from Fort 


James Bay, since 1924. 


frew Counties, as Albany on 
A record of breeding east 
of Sault Ste. Marie, however, is still awaited. This 
season one was reported at Toronto (Rosedale Golf 
Course) on Apr. 


rhe 
Ontario, 


6 by George Gibson. 
Harris's 

the 
Fort Severn, on Hudson 


sparrow is strictly a migrant in 
summer occurrence being at 
say, in 1940 (C. E. Hope). 
It appears to be a fairly regular migrant west from 


the head of Lake Superior, but south and east of 


only 


that there are now scattered records of the species 
at 11 May 
during the When 


white-crowned 


localities, most of them in and October, 


past 50° years. seen, they are 


usually associated with and white 


throated This season, 2 were seen at 


Long Point, on the north shore of Lake Erie, on 
May 18 


Sparrow Ss. 


1 still present on the 23rd, according to 


Alfred Bunker).— JAMrs L. Batturr, Jr., Royal 
Ontario Museum, Toronto 5, Ont. 
APPALACHIAN REGION.— This is the first 


seasonal from a 


Appalachian highlands; 


report the 
Pennsyl- 
vania, through western Mary- 
land and West Virginia, eastern 
Ohio, eastern Kentucky, south- 
western Virginia, 


region centering on 
extending from 


western 
North Carolina, eastern Tenn- 


essece, to northwestern South 
Carolina, northern Georgia, 
and northern Alabama. ‘The 


area corresponds rather closely 
to the unglaciated portion of 
the Appalachian mountains. 





Two physiographic provinces, 
the Valley and Ridge and 
the Allegheny Plateau, are rep- 
within the area. Al- 
though there are extensive val- 





resented 





levs, the Shenandoah being no 
table, most of the region is steep, better suited to 
forest or grazing land than to field crops. Rainfall 
is abundant on the western slopes; te the east it 
is much reduced. 
Generally speaking, the streams which reach the 
Atlantic on the form a trellised 
drainage pattern, while those that flow through 


the Mississippi to the Gulf are dendritic in pat- 


Eastern Seaboard 


tern. Due to absence of glaciation, there are few 
natural lakes in this region, but an extensive series 
of artificial lakes for power and flood-control pur- 
poses is doing much to modify the waterfowl pic- 
ture in the 
In Pennsylvania, to the north, the mountains rise 
to slightly more than 3000 feet. ‘The Appalachian 
system reaches a sub-climax in West Virginia, with 
elevations above 4800, and climaxes southward in 
North Carolina and ‘Tennessee, 
many peaks above 6000 feet. 
The Appalachian Region lies between the Atlantic 


area. 


where there are 


and the Mississippi flyways; consequently it misses 
the spectacular flights of birds which are charac 
teristic of the and broad river valleys 
There is an interesting trans-montane migration by 
many species. 


scacoast 


Perhaps the most characteristic birds of the Ap 
palachian-Region are the wood warblers, which nest 
here in greater variety, and, perhaps, in greater 
profusion, than anywhere else in North America. 
The spruce-fir forest, extending southward on the 
high peaks to Clingman’s Dome in_ the 
Smokies, considerable element of 
birds, giving a distinct Canadian 
avifauna. 


Great 
holds a boreal 


flavor to. the 


After a severe winter, spring came carly to the 
region. Fruit trees bloomed 2 to 3 
and the 
advance of 


weeks earlier 
leaf 10 
times. 


than usual, trees were in 
their normal 
resulted in arrival dates for 
Murray Carroll, near Lexington, Virginia, 
found many warblers arriving 5 to 7 days earlier 
than average. 

Birds were in good numbers, and well distri 
buted, throughout the migration season. Groups at 
Wheeling, Morgantown, Charleston, and Hunting 
ton, all in West Virginia, staged “century days,” in 
which more than 100 species were recorded. The 
Charleston found May 9, 
this without benefit of many waterfowl or shore- 
birds. . 


days 
This 


species. 


or so in 
early many 
and 


group 124 species on 


Over the northern portion of the Appalachian 
region, this is the year of periodical cicadas. ‘They 
began emerging about May 20, and the birds have 
been having a field day. By June 15, robins and blue 
birds had second broods, and, judging by the num 
bers of young birds, they have been phenomenally 
successful. ‘The abundance of locusts furnishes food 
for many species, and removes predation pressure 
from others. It seems that we can anticipate banner 
populations of songbirds in this area. 

While the region has had no spectacular finds or 
invasions, so far as records show, there have been 
a number of records of unusual interest. 
these follow: 


Some ol 


Grebes and cormorants.—On March 16, there 
were 8 Holboell’s grebes on Lake Lynn, near 
Morgantown, W. Va. Five were in fairly well ad- 


vanced summer plumage, On March 23, there were 
still 8 birds present, but 6 of these were still in 
winter plumage. These are our first spring records 
for this species in West Virginia. Hostetter found 
Holboell’s grebes on Silver Lake, near Dayton, Va., 
on March 18. Carpenter recorded them near Bridge- 
water, Va., on March 12, 14, and 19. Shobe and 
DeGarmo found double-crested cormorants in May 
at Stony River Dam, an artificial lake at 3400 feet 
elevation in Grant County, W. Va. Shobe reports 
that these birds regularly spend the summer in the 
locality. 

Herons. — Carpenter collected a yellow-crowned 
night heron near Bridgewater, Va., on April 21. 








This is, I believe, the first spring record tor the 
species from the Shenandoah Valley. 

Waterfowl. — Ducks and geese had poor spring 
flights in the Ohio Valley, were in fair numbers in 
central West Virginia, and were relatively common 
in the Lexington, Va., region (Murray). Anderson 
reports good numbers of mallards, some with young, 
in Wood County, W. Va. Beaver dams, increasing 
rapidly in numbers in the mountains, are being 
utilized as nesting sites by wood ducks. Carpenter 
found 17 species of ducks in migration inthe 
Bridgewater, Va., area. 

Vultures. — Black vultures are apparently still 
extending their range northward. Lord reported 
them as infrequent but permanent residents along 
the Blue Ridge Parkway in Virginia. Gutsell re- 
corded 5 at Leetown, Jefferson County, W. Va., on 
May 17. 

Gallinules and shorebirds. —A Florida gallinule 
at’ Bridgewater, Va. (Carpenter), on May 9 was 
unusual for the region. The same 
found upland plovers in the region as late as 
June 5. Red-backed sandpipers near Whcecling, 
W. Va., on March 20 (Conrad) were also notable. 
DeGarmo found a Caspian tern along the Kanawha 
River, near Charleston, W. Va., on April 26, the 
second record for Kanawha County. 

Owls to thrushes. — Handley found a short-eared 
owl, a bird for which we have relatively few re- 
cords, in Mason County, W. Va., on March 14. 
Alder flvcatchers, which we once thought were 
restricted in our area to mountain bogs, were found 
at Beech Bottom, Brooke County, W. Va., in June 
(Conrad and Haller), and near Morgantown 
(Brooks). Two occupied Am. ravens’ nests were 
located near Lexington, and the Virginia Society of 
Ornithology, meeting there in April, had the priv- 
ilege of inspecting one of them. Olive-backed 
thrushes, which sing with us during migration 
only occasionally, were abundant and vocal this 
vear. ‘They were singing on their nesting grounds 
at Gaudineer Knob, Pocahontas County, W.Va., on 
May 24 (Murray). 


Vireos and warblers. — At the extreme southern 


observer 


extension of the Appalachian Region, Odum reports 
a definite invasion of the Georgia piedmont by 
They have reached Athens, Ga., 
this year for the first time as breeding birds. ‘This 


solitary vireos. 


carries forward a southward extension which Odum 
and Burleigh have been recording since 1945. 
Swainson’s warblers are again present in good 
numbers in the Charleston, W. Va., region (De- 
Garmo) , and in Nicholas County, W. Va., (Legg) . 
DeGarmo also found this species in Wyoming and 
Boone Counties, both new to the West Virginia 
list. Tennessee warblers were more abundant in 
central West Virginia and southern Pennsylvania 
than I have ever seen them previously. On a drive 
from Morgantown to Pittsburgh, we were seldom 
out of hearing of singing birds (McCauley, Smith, 
Frazier, Brooks). In the Wheeling region, Conrad 


found the most abundant warblers to be ‘Tennessee, 
black-poll, and black-throated green. Cape Mays 
were also unusually common. ‘Tennessees and Cape 
Mays remained in abundance until May 25; — black- 
poll until May 30. Yellow-throated warblers of 
questionable racial status were found near Charles- 
ton by Handley on May 9, and a nest under con- 
struction was found on May 23. Prairie warblers 
were unusually abundant in Virginia (Carroll) , and 
were found this year for the first time at 3000 feet 
on the Allegheny Tableland, Grant County, W. Va. 
(DeGarmo) . 

Finches. — No unusual finches have been recorded, 
although 2. pairs of lark sparrows summering 
near Shepardstown, W. Va. (Miss Dandridge) , and 
numbers of pine-woods (Bachman’s) sparrows near 
Lexington, Va. (April 24), are worth recording. 
— MAvurice Brooks, West Virginia University, Mor- 
ganiown, W. Va. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION.— The spring as 
a whole was warmer than average but with a rather 
light frost on Mar. 29. The heaviest March rain- 
fall ever recorded at the 
Weather Bu- 
reau (16.53 in.) inundated 
More 
than average rainfall in 
April and = May, even 
though 





Pensacola region 
Florida — 


Pensacola 


the whole region. 


concentrated in 
widely spaced, torrential 
maintained 
ponds at a high level. A 
(Apr. 
lt to May 26) was only 
slightly relieved by light 
showers on Apr. 26 and May 6, and provided long 


showers, 


prolonged drought 














periods of clear weather at the height of the mi- 
gration season. “Northers” were few not violent and 
offered little opposition to northbound flight. 
Migration. — Because of good flight conditions 
that let incoming migrants pass northward without 
interruption, the migration as a whole was (from 
the observer’s point of view) disappointing. Sev- 
eral species usually recorded in spring were not 
observed at all. However, the warm weather seemed 
to hasten the arrival of several species: 
kingbird, Mar. 12 (Mrs. A. L. Whigham); yel- 
low-crowned night heron, Mar. 15 (Mrs. Whig- 
ham); chuck-will’s-widow, Mar. 23 (Mrs. J. F. 
Wernicke) ; Blackburnian warbler (rare in spring) , 
Apr. 1 (Mrs. Wernicke) ; 
ler‘and oven-bird, Apr. 3, were from 1 to 7 days 


eastern 


and blue-winged warb- 


Rose-breasted 
grosbeak, Apr. 15, equaled its previous earliest ar- 
rival. An inch of rain on Apr. 14 followed by 3 
days of fresh northerly 
large flight of migrants of the whole scason: sum- 
mer tanagers and orchard orioles were extremely 
abundant, red-eyed vireos and ruby-throated hum- 
mingbirds were common, and scarlet tanagers and 


earlier than ever before recorded. 


winds halted the only 


several and thrushes 
made up the remainder. Another, but much smaller, 
precipitation of migrants in this coastal region was 


noted during a later 


species of warblers, vireos 


“norther” (but with no rain) 
This was primarily a catbird and 


indigo bunting flight, but summer and scarlet tana 


on Apr. 27 to 2. 


gers, vellow-billed cuckoos, and a limited variety of 


warblers and thrushes were much in evidence. 

The last 
common loon to be seen in protracted flight: was 
noted on May 12, but a few cripples will be pres 


ent all summer. 


Loons and totipalmate swimmers. 


Horned grebes, already acquiring 
nuptial plumage, were last seen on Mar. 14. Sev 
eral westward-bound flocks of white pelicans passed. 


the last (70 birds) on Apr. 22 (F. Bray). Gannets 


were seen regularly in) decreasing numbers until 
\pr. 25, Double-crested cormorants, abundant all 
winter, dwindled to a few birds carly in May, and 


the last were seen on Mav 16. 

Herons. Phe first 
that it 
wintering 


green heron, Mar. 7, was so 


earls mav have been one of the very rare 
Normal arrival dates of 
little blue heron, Mar. 21, and white ibis, Mar. 24 
(Mrs. Whigham) , 


on Apr. 3 


individuals. 


were noted, but a least bittern 


was early. 


Ducks. — Buftle-head and hooded merganser (both 
uncommon) were last seen on Mar. 28; Am. golden 
eve, Apr. 11; and blue-winged teal, Apr. 25. Scaups 


were common through most of Apr. and a few re 


mained until May 2; 
Mav, (apparently un 
injured) were still present on June 9. 

Hawks. 
night), 


red-breasted mergansers were 


abundant into and 2 birds 


The first osprey, Feb. 25 (L. E. Good 
was late, as was the first broad-winged 
Apr. 4. A late duck hawk, Apr. 25, al 
most equaled the latest ever known in this region. 
\ pigeon hawk, Apr. 18, was one of the few ever 
recorded here in spring. 


hawk on 


Rails, gallinules and coots.—Vhe Florida galli- 
nule, unaccountably rare in this region, was repre- 
sented this spring by a single fresh specimen found 
on Mar. 21 (S. M. Rav). “The same observer found 
also the only sora of the season, Apr. 4, though it 
is likely that this species is common but elusive. 
‘The purple gallinule arrived on Apr. 3. 
never 


Am. coot, 
common except 


seen on Apr. II. 


in fall migration, was last 


one of the main 
flight lines of shorebirds, but the spring flight of 


Shorebirds. This coast is not 
10 or more years ago was much larger and more 


varied than at present. ‘This season's flight 
\ number of species were not 
noted at all. Semipalmated sandpiper, usually ex- 
tremely 


than 


was 
positively poor. 
better 
plover, formerly a 
common resident, is seldom seen; Wilson's plover, 
(pr. 4. once common as a breeder, is present only 
in scattered pairs. Solitary sandpiper and_ lesser 
yellow-legs, upland species, were rare 


abundant for a few days, was no 


common; Cuban snowy 


possibly dis- 
the high water level of all ponds, 
where margins were far out in the tall grass and 


couraged by 


shrubbery. Solitary from 
Mar. 14 to May 16, a normal sojourn; but the 
yellow-legs did not appear until early May and 
was gon’ again by May 16. The only species pres 


sandpiper was present 


ent in normal numbers was the sanderling, which 
until May 12, 
plumage were still 
Notable occurrences were: 


was abundant 
nuptial 


birds in 
June 9. 
a single white-rumped 
sandpiper, May 16; and ruddy turnstone (rare o1 
absent in spring), May 12 and 13. Departure dates 
of other species were: Wilson’s snipe, Apr. 11; 
black-bellied plover, May 13; piping plover 
May 16; semipalmated plover, 
semipalmated sandpiper, spotted sandpiper, May 23. 

Gulls and terns. — Herring and ring-billed gulls 
maintained their winter abundance well through 
\pril. No departure date can be cited for either 
specics as the diminution of their numbers was 
cradual and a few immature birds stay all summe 
Phe last Bonaparte’s gull was scen on May 9. Least 
terns, apparently as abundant as ever, and Cabot’s 
terns, were first seen on Apr. 18. Black terns, often 
rare or absent in spring, were late in arriving and 
when first seen, May 22 (Bray), were found to be 
common 10 miles offshore in the Gulf. 


and a few 
present on 


and 


least’ sandpiper, 


Cuckoos, nighthawks, hummingbirds, swifts.—The 
vellow-billed cuckoo was not seen until Apr. 21, 


though its average date of arrival is about Apr. 10 
The first chimney swifts, Mar. 13, and ruby-throated 
hummingbirds, Mar. 14 (both reported by Mrs 
Whigham). were early. The arrival of the night 
hawk on April 7 (Mrs. Wernicke) 
of schedule. 

Flycatchers 
which 


was also ahead 


The 
limit of its 
Pensacola, usually arrives during the last week of 
April (May 2 this year). It was surprising, there 
fore, to find how much earlier it arrived at 
Fla. (40 miles east of Pensacola), when 1 bird was 
reported on April 5 (A. Sprunt, Jr.). Crested fly 
catchers were first seen on Apr. 1 (Mrs. Wernicke) ; 
wood pewee, Apr. 8 (Mrs. Whigham) ; and Acadian 
flycatcher, Apr. 15 (Mrs. Whigham). The last 
phoebe was seen on Mar. 21. The purple martin, 
always the first spring migrant to appear, 
earlier than average on Feb. 7 (Mrs. Whigham) ; 
while the rough-winged swallow, Mar. 21, and the 
barn swallow, Apr. 6 (Mrs. Wernicke) , 
a bit late. 

Catbirds, thrushes. — Catbirds, abundant this 
spring, left earlier than usual on May 9. All but a 
few robins disappeared by Mar. 18 but, for the 
second successive year, at least one pair remained 
to breed. The first wood thrush was seen on March 
28, and the species was very common for a few 
weeks. Olive-backed thrushes and veeries were 
rare, only a few of each being present for only a 
few days in late April and early May. Hermit 
thrush, rare last winter, was last seen on Apr. 4. 

Gnatcatchers, kinglets.— The blue-gray gnatcat- 
cher (as noted in the preceding report) disappeared 


and swallows. grav kingbird, 


reaches the western range at 


Destin, 


was 


were both 








as a winter resident after the severe freeze of Jan. 
18, and no more were seen until the first incoming 
Phe last ruby- 
crowned kinglets, April 23° (Mrs. Whigham) were 
a few days later than average. 


migrants were noted on Mar. 7. 


Waxwings, vireos.— The departure of the cedar 
Waxwing seems to depend upon the success of the 
mulberry crop. With an unusually abundant crop 
this spring, a few waxwings stayed later than ever 

(Mrs. Wernicke). The 
vireo last winter was the 
same as that of the gnatcatcher — absent from the 
freeze of Jan. 18 until the appearance of the first 
migrant on Mar. 7. The first yellow-throated vireo, 
Mar. 14, and the first red-eyed vireo, Mar. 15, were 
reported by Mrs. Whigham, who wrote that the 
yellow-throated became more abundant at Century, 
Fla. (45 miles north of Pensacola), in April than 
she had ever before known. The blue-headed vireo, 
the only regularly wintering species of this family, 
Apr. 7. 

Warblers, tanagers. — The black and white warb- 
ler, sometimes present in winter, was noted this year 
only as a spring migrant, Mar. 7 to Apr. 29. Ot 
the regular winter warblers, the myrtle was even 
more abundant than usual, and a few were present 
until Apr. 25 (Mrs. Whigham); the palm warbler 
staved later than ever before recorded, May 2; and 
the orange-crowned was rare and disappeared some- 
time in February (date unrecorded). Summer resi- 
dent warbler arrivals were: parula, Mar. 7 (early) ; 
Mar. 24 (Miss L. Pate); prothonotary, 
Mar. 28; and Kentucky, Apr. 3. Of the transient 
and most of were 
Louisiana water-thrush, Apr. 1 
black-throated green, Apr. 4; 
worm-eating (rare). Apr. 18; redstart, Apr. 29 to 
Mav 1; 1 to 14. Bobolinks, rare 
and irregular, were seen in small numbers from 
Apr. 26 to May 2 (Ray). Orchard first 
seen on Mar. 27 (Mrs. Whigham), were tremend- 
ously abundant on a few brief occasions. The same 
was true of the summer tanager, first noted on 
Mar. 29 (Miss Pate). Scarlet tanagers, \pr. 15 to 
May 2, 

Finches and sparrows. — The rose-breasted gros- 
beak was seen only occasionally, Apr. 15 to May 9, 
while the blue grosbeak was reported only once, 


before recorded, June 6 


status of the white-eyved 


was last seen on 


hooded, 


warblers, few were seen those 
noted only once; 


Mrs. Wernicke) : 
and vellow, May 


orioles, 


were common on each of several davs. 


Apr. 17 (A. C. Sheppard). Indigo buntings were 
first seen on Apr. 2 (Miss Pate) and staved until 
May 5 (Mrs. Whigham). Purple finches, rare last 


winter, departed on Mar. 3 (Mrs. Whigham). The 
same observer reported large numbers of gold- 
finches, but their departure date was earlier than 
usual, April 3. White-throated sparrows. more abun- 
dant than usual all winter, were last seen on May 
8 (Mrs. Whigham). 

Rarities. — A single male Balitmore oriole, very 
rare or accidental in this region, was reported on 
Mav 27 (Mrs. C. F. Gonzalez) — almost 3 
later than it had ever before been recorded. 


weeks 
The 
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red phalaropes offshore in the Gulf (see preceding 
report) did not appear again after Mar. 21. 
— Francis M. Wesron, 2006 E. Jordan St., Pensa- 
cola, Fla. 


CENTRAL NORTHERN REGION. — The organ- 
ization of the Central Northern Region, including 
parts of Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan, has 
not been completed, so the information in this 
first report is fragmentary. “The exact boundaries 
of the area are being worked out for a map which 
will appear in future issues. 

Records of the Weather Bureau 
showed February and March to be colder than in 
other years. Heavy snowstorms on Feb. 27 and on 
Mar. 6 were followed by low temperatures. On Mar. 
11 the temperature fell 29 degrees in 24 hours to 
—27°, the lowest March temperature recorded in 58 
years. ‘This noticeably retarded the early migration 
throughout the entire area. Richard Wolcott wrote 
from Jackson, Mich., that there seemed to be a 
wave of carly migrants (robins, 
larks and mourning doves) 


Minneapolis 


horned 
piling up near the 
southern boundary of Michigan the last weck in 
February and the first week in March. A. possible 
correlation was the fact that the ground was bare 
south of our region in northern Ohio and Indiana as 
compared with about 5 inches of snow in south- 
ern Michigan. After this the weather moderated 
and May was quite normal, so most migrants ap- 
peared on time. In the St. Paul and Minneapolis 
“wave” arrived at the usual time, 
May 15, following a warm day and a strong south- 
erly wind. 


crows, 


area the warbler 


Waterfowl. —Vhe first whistling swans were seen 
in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area on Mar. 28 (A. 
C. Rosenwinkel) and the greatest number, 400, was 
seen on Apr. + (Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Peterson) . 
At Duluth, Minn., the first whistling swans were 
seen on Apr. 10 (Bronocls, Putnams). ‘The water- 
fowl appeared at their regular time but not in as 
great numbers. ‘Twelve snow and blue geese were 
seen near Minneapolis on Apr. 4 (M. Thompson) . 
The following ducks were reported for the Minne- 
sota river bottoms near Minneapolis on Mar. 25: 
50 mallards, 2 black ducks, 12 lesser scaup, 6 buflle- 
heads, and 10 American golden-eyes (Rosenwinkel) . 
On Apr. 6, a concentration of 500 lesser scaups and 
50 canvas-backs 
Johnson) . 


were seen in the same area (C. 
Similar dates were reported at Battle 
Creek, Mich., where the diving ducks arrived the 
last week of March and the dabbling ducks ar- 
rived the week of April (L. Walkinshaw) . 
Wolcott, writing Jackson, Mich., stated, 
“Neither the puddle ducks nor the diving ducks 
seem to be present in their usual numbers.” Jn 
the Minneapolis area the diving ducks had moved 
on by Apr. 13, but the surface-feeding ducks were 
still moving through (C. Johnson). Most observers 
reported fewer waterfowl this year. 

Hawks and owls. — The peak of the hawk migra- 
tion for the Minneapolis-St. Paul area was in the 


lirst 
from 


























third week of March, when the sharp-shinned, red- 
tailed, red-shouldered, broad-winged, American 
rough-legged, marsh and sparrow hawk were seen. A 
male duck hawk was banded, Mar. 24 (H. Gunder- 
son, B. Harrell and D. Struthers) . 

Shorebirds. —Vhe shorebirds began arriving in 
March. At Battle Creek, Mich., the killdeer was 
first seen on Mar. 18 and the Wilson’s snipe on 
Mar. 21 (L. H. Walkinshaw). Near St. Paul, kill- 
deer were seen on Mar. 20, and Wilson’s snipe on 
Apr. 8 (Wm. Longley). Upland plover were first 
seen north of Minneapolis on May 4 (W. J. Breck- 
enridge). ‘The scattered reports and observations 
of shorebirds indicate that fewer were seen during 
the migration season this year. It may be due in 
part to a reduction in numbers and in part to the 


dry spring, which left few desirable places for them 


to stop. 
Land birds. — Dorothy Beard of Eveleth, in north- 
eastern Minnesota, wrote, “No one has seen horned 


larks this year and they are usually very common 
Walkinshaw reported them = on 
Feb. 15 tor Battle Creek, Mich., and the first report 
in Minnesota Feb. 16, Paul (Rosen- 
winkel). At Jackson, Mich., the swallows were re- 


ported as arriving from Apr. 25 to 28. 


in the spring.” 


was near St. 


The warbler migration was poor in the Central 
Northern Region with arrival dates near average. 
It was described as disappointing at Jackson, Mich., 
(Wolcott). In the vicinity of Minneapolis, the first 
myrtle warbler was reported on Apr. 18; by Mav 9 
there were many of them, and the peak of the 


warbler migration was about Mav 15. 
Song sparrows became numerous the last week 
of March and these were followed by the other 


members of the sparrow family. 


Unusual items. \ western grebe was seen on 
Lake Nokomis in Minneapolis on Apr. 24 (Mrs. 
I. A. Lupient). This species was first seen in 


Minnesota only a few vears ago, and up until the 
present time, only in the western part of the state. 
Six sandhill cranes were observed near Jackson, 
Mich., on (Wolcott). A Bewick’s wren was 
reported near St. Paul, Minn., on Apr. 18 (Wm. 
Longley): previously it has been reported only a 
times as far north as this. Mountain bluebirds 
were reported from Marietta. Minn., on the western 
edge of the state. Mr. Franklin Willis saw them on 
Mar. 28 wrote as follows, “It mother 
who noticed that one of the bird’s breasts was light 
blue. nearly the same shade as his back. The other, 
supposedly a female, was a light brown color and 
not streaked.” At the Izaak Walton League bass 
ponds just south of Minneapolis, members of the 
Minneapolis Bird Club saw a Franklin’s gull on 
\pr. 18. 


Feb. 23 


few 


and was mv 


and Mr. Rosenwinkel saw a_prothonotary 
Mav 29. 
ranges this far east, or the prothonotary warbler 
this far 


warbler on The Franklin's gull seldom 
Minnesota. — Harvry 
L. GuNprrsoxn, Minnesota Museum of Natural His- 
tory, University 


north and west in 


of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 


OHIO REGION. — It was a warm, pleasant spring. 
More rain than usual fell in March, accompanied 
by severe windstorms, but the weather became 
drier as the season advanced and the latter part 
of May was exceedingly dry. Vegetation 
least a week early in developing. 

Water birds. — Many ducks lingered in the flooded 
fields of the southern and western portions of the 
state during March, and observers in these locali- 
ties gained an excellent impression of the spring 
flight. But, in contrast, people in northeastern 
Ohio, who find their ducks on lakes and reservoirs, 
reported one of the poorest years in history. 

The 
that of 


was al 


most remarkable report of the spring was 
3000 blue geese at Newton near Cincinnati 
on Feb. 29 (Spencer). Blue geese are uncommon in 
spring throughout the state, and a flock of this 
size is amazing. Almost as unexpected in the 
Cincinnati locality was a flock of 1000 redheads on 
Feb. 28 (Sloane). A red-throated loon remained 
at Oberlin, April 8 and 9 (Lynds Jones, George 
Jones, and Morgan). Holboell’s grebe was seen at 
Oberlin from March 20 to 31 (Morgan), at Cleve- 
land on March 26 (Carrothers and Hill), and at 
Youngstown on March 3, 21, and 28 (McLaughlin) . 

Marsh yellow rail, infre- 
quently seen in Ohio, was flushed at Put-in-Bay 
on April 21 (Trautman). The fact that records 
from other years in the same locality were on 
April 19 and 25 suggests that there may be a small 
flight in northern Ohio about this date each year. 

Claugus witnessed an extremely interesting move- 
ment of solitary sandpipers on April 24 near 
Newark; for three-quarters of an hour birds passed 
him in low flight and his estimate of the total 
number was 500. 

\ sandhill crane in farmlands near Cincinnati 
on May 9 was the first in that area in more than 
60 years (Maslowski, Acomb, Spencer); and 5 
American egrets in the same locality on April 14 
was the first spring record there 
\comb, Neuffer) . 

\ willet paused at Toledo on April 24 (Campbell, 
Preston and Mayfield) and at Cleveland on May 8 
(Morse). A gathering of 700 golden plover at 
Toledo on April 24, and 200 black-bellied plover 
in the same field on May 15 represent approximately 
the maximum number of these birds to be found 
at one time in the state. At East Harbor near 
Sandusky, 20 Hudsonian curlews were seen on May 
23, a typical date for this rare migrant (Morgan) . 

Land birds.—The warm spring brought some 
March and April migrants, whose movements are 
closely related to the weather conditions, a little 
ahead of schedule. But the May arrivals were, in 
general, late and scarce. It was a disappointing 
spring migration for most observers — perhaps in 
part because consistently pleasant weather did not 
interfere with the steady flow of migrants and be- 
cause the advanced state of leaf growth made ob- 
servation difficult. More than a hundred people 


and shorebirds. — A 


(Goodpaster, 
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participating in an organized search for birds at 
Lakeside near Sandusky on May 15 and 16 
about the usual number of species (156), but many 
of these were represented by only 1 or 2 in- 
dividuals; for example, only 1 cuckoo was seen 
in 2 days, and the scarlet tanager, ordinarily a 
common migrant, was not seen until the second 
day. Probably the best days were about May 12 
and May 21, week days when few 
were afield. 


saw 


observers 


Trautman, at Put-in-Bay, saw a yellow palm 
warbler on April 24. He finds 1 or 2 of this 
eastern subspecies almost every spring in the last 
half of April, almost invariably in a period when 
the flow of migrants is southward across the Erie 
Islands — “reverse migration.” His observation of 
82 orange-crowned warblers on May 16 and again 
on May 17 was remarkable, for it is seldom that 
more than 2 or 3 are seen in a day in spring. 

[he occurrence of a singing male pine-woods 
(Bachman’s) sparrow near Toledo on May 18 and 
19 (Wagner and others), considered in connection 
individuals in 
Michigan in the springs of 1945, 1946, and 1948, 
where the bird was never reported before, suggests 


with the discovery of southern 


that these birds may be spreading northward from 
their previous restricted range in central and south- 
ern Ohio. 

\ clay-colored sparrow on the sand of Bay Point 
near Sandusky on May 16 (Flickinger and May- 
field) is perhaps the second record for Ohio. 

Here are a few items of local interest: a Louisiana 
water-thrush at the exceedingly early date of 
March 22 at Cincinnati (Sjodahl, Sloane) and both 
water-thrushes at Toledo on April 4 (Stearns) ; 
golden-winged warblers seen frequently in north- 
eastern Ohio where they are usually rare; a worm- 
eating warbler at Cuyahoga Falls (Fred Smith) ; 
and a lark sparrow at Dayton (Bert Smith). 

The only species among the common May tran- 
sients reported in more than usual numbers at 
more than one locality were the Tennessee warbler 
and white-throated sparrow. — HAroLpD MAYFIELD, 
2557 Portsmouth Ave., Toledo 12, Ohio. 


MIDDLE-WESTERN REGION. —The moderat- 
ing temperatures of late March continued through 
April with a noticeable northward movement of 
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migrants into the southern part of the region. 
May was characterized by generally low tempera- 
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tures that considerably retarded plant growth as 
well as the migratory movements of birds. Preci- 
March and 
April, causing high water levels that effected the 
local distribution of upon 
exposed wet areas. 


pitation was well above normal in 
shorebirds dependant 
Migration. — First’ appearances of most species 
generally coincided with normal arrival dates, but 
the bulk of migration was delayed by approximately 
2 weeks; in brief, the potentialities noted in April 
were modified by the retarding influence of re- 
duced temperatures in May. A phenomenon com- 
mented upon by many observers was the absence, in 
most species, of the marked 
characteristic of some groups. 


migratory waves 
Waterfowl. — The decline in waterfowl popula- 
DuMont in 1947 
Some observers reported no apparent 


tions noted by was continued 


this vear. 
reduction of certain species (mallard, black, pin- 
tail) , but most reports reflected a general, if gradual, 
reduction of waterfowl since last vear. The spring 
flight was weak, and evidently delayed, as with other 
migrants. The sole exception was noted at Daven- 
port, Iowa, where the Canada goose flight was re- 
garded as excellent, many hunters estimating it to 
be the best in Most 
concentrations in 


abundant. 
favorable total- 
ing up to 20,000 birds. The waterfowl flight over 
the Davenport 


vears. ducks were 


with local areas 
unusually 

heavy, and prolonged in duration (Hodges) . 
Suitable comparative figures are not 

but 


area was reported as 
available, 
the following observations taken at random 


express local conditions and appear to indicate 
fairly general reduction of waterfowl in the Region. 
McGinness Slough, a strong focal point for water- 
fowl in the Chicago area, supported 1800 ducks 
and coots on Mar. 26, 1500 on Mar. 29, 1100 on 
Apr. 17 and only 175 on Apr. 29 (Springer). No 
Canada Rockford, and there 
were very few ducks at any time during the spring 
(Bennett). Few waterfowl were reported at Lake 
Springfield, although there was a scattering of bald- 
pates, gadwalls, green-winged 
on Apr. 14 (O’Brien). 
represented at 
27-29, 


geese were seen at 


teal and shovellers 
Numerous species were 
Jasper-Pulaski Game Area, Mar. 


but most concentrations were small. Canada 


geese (600), mallards (150) and shovellers (60) 
were the most numerous, followed by black, bald- 
pate, ring-necked and scaup (sp.) with 25 each 
(Walkinshaw). Black ducks, ring-necked, buffle- 


head and blue-winged teal were reported in normal 
numbers in east-central Indiana, whereas gadwalls, 
baldpates, pintails, shovellers and scaups apparent- 
ly have decreased since 1947 (Burr, Mumford). 
Freeman found many species represented at Bar- 
rington in late March and April, but none were 
present in large numbers this year. 

Cranes and gallinules.— Large flocks of sand- 
hill cranes roosted in a marsh in Jasper County, 
Ill., on Mar. 28 and flew out at sunrise to feed in 
groups numbering up to 37 birds. A total of 584 














cranes was counted in southwestern Jasper County 
alone (Walkinshaw). A Florida gallinule was found 
dead on the road cbout one mile south of Jefferson 
City, Mo., on May 11, by Game Management Agent 
U. £3. 

Shorebirds. — 


Conover. 

rhe migration was delayed approxi- 
mately 2 weeks, and was reported as sparse in most 
localities. High water levels eliminated mud _ flat 
habitats in many localities from which, conse- 
quently, there were reports of greatly reduced mi- 
zration with no evidence of marked waves. 
mately 


\ pproxi- 
2000 golden plovers, in flocks of 10 to 500, 
were seen on Apr. 8 in a 40-mile transect in Tip- 
pecanoe, White and Benton counties, Indiana, by 
Kirkpatrick. Most birds were in immature plumage, 
or just going into molt, whereas on May 4, 1947, 
about 90 per cent of the several hundred birds 
reported by Caldwell at Gibson City, Tl, were in 
breeding plumage. Springer found 30 golden plovers 
at Chautauqua on Apr. 4, and lesser numbers, as 
well as a sprinkling of black-bellied plovers, were 
observed in suitable habitat throughout the Region. 
Musselman marked 1947 in 
the upland plover population in the vicinity of 
Quincy, Ill., and Freeman’s observation at Arlington 
Heights, IIl., 
indicated a general increase in this species. About 
100 ~white-rumped 
Platte County, 


found a increase over 


and other localities west of Chicago, 


sandpipers were estimated at 

Mo., Mav 16 (Sakes): a Hudsonian 

curlew and 25 Hudsonian godwits were seen along 

the Missouri River, north of Kansas Citv, May 16 
(Hedges) . 

Birds of prey. 


Hawk migration was unimpres- 
sive, with no strong flights reported. 
tures were reported at 


Furkey vul- 
Jasper-Pulaski Game Pre- 
serve on Mar. 27 (Walkinshaw). at Elk Grove. III., 
on Apr. 15 (Freeman) and at Springfield on May 
9 (Evans). A small flight of red-shouldered hawks 
was reported at Elk Grove on Mar. 17 (Freeman). 
Mumford and Kirkpatrick saw a duck hawk haras- 
Jasper-Pulaski on Mar. 27. A 
made by this hawk just 40 


sing Coots at 
cessful kill 
from the observers. 


suc- 
was vards 
Land birds. \ retarded season and the absence 
of distinct waves was particularly marked in the 
migration of 


most Flycatchers 


were generally uncommon and very late, presumably 


passerine groups. 


due to a reduced insect population caused by un- 
seasonably cool weather. Warblers were well repre- 
sented throughout the Region, but never in notable 
numbers. well represented, the 
live-backed and gray-cheeked evidently somewhat 
more numerous than in recent vears. Of the spar- 


Thrushes were 


rows, only white-throats were reported evervwhere 
1947, the 
\ pine-woods (TIli- 
nois?) sparrow was collected, April 26, at Quivera, 
Kansas 


abundant, whereas, in 


species was decidedly reduced. 


as) particularly 


Hedges) . 
Rarities. Three brown pelicans were observed 
by Musselman on Apr. 20 as thev 


River approximately 20 


flew up the 
Mississippi miles below 


birds are believed to be the 
same as were reported at St. Louis on the previous 
day. Swainson’s hawk was reported at Elk Grove 
on May 3 by Freeman, who also observed, under 
exceptionally adequate circumstances, a laughing 
gull at Baker’s Lake, Barrington, Ill, on June 8. 
There have been several previous records of this 
species in the Chicago area in recent years. An 
extremely interesting bit of news comes from J. W. 
Cunningham who writes: “I have located a Bach- 
man’s warbler, singing male, in second growth 
gum and Cardwell, Dunklin Co., 
Mo., and hope to make further observation in that 
locality.” —EmMmetr R. Brake, Chicago Natural 
History Museum, Chicago 5, Ill. 


Quincy, Hl. These 


cy press near 


Editor’s note.— We regret that James W. Cun- 
ningham has found it necessary to discontinue the 
season reports for his “Missouri Region” with this 
issue. He did send in a few very interesting records, 
however. These have been included in the “Mid- 
dle-western Region” above. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION. — The 
month of April was cool and rather windy, and most 
migration was behind schedule. In the northern 
—_————— half of North Dakota 
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calities. Exception- 
ally heavy floods occurred over most of the region; 


swollen rivers caused considerable damage, and 
flooded fields greatly retarded the planting of 
spring crops. May, on the other hand, was warm 
and rather pleasant. Phenologically the month 


started slow, but hot weather soon swung the bal- 
ance the other way. May was rather dry and in 
some localities there were fears of drought. 

Water birds. — High water levels made some areas 
less attractive to the grebes, especially as so much 
nesting cover was eliminated. The western 
colonies of the Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak., 
were greatly reduced (Carpenter, Gammell). On 
the Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., all 5 
species of grebes returned to nest in their usual 
numbers with the exception of Holboell’s which 
just about doubled. On the two Souris Refuges 
the pelicans have been a common summer resident 
for many years but have not as yet shown any in- 
clination to nest; this spring we appeared to be a 
with the occasional 
dropped egg. By the 27th of April, cormorants on 
Lower Souris were busy repairing their nests in the 


grebe 


step nearer discovery of an 
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same colony in which the great blue herons already 
had a single egg in almost everv one of their nests. 
On the same refuge, May 21, an American bittern 
was noted trying to swallow something which he 
dropped when frightened; it proved to be a large 
meadow mouse (Microtus). 

Waterfowl. In general, the waterfowl picture 
this spring looked a little brighter. On some of 
the more stable water areas the population was 
down, but this decrease was more than compensated 
for by the extensive distribution of the birds. The 
flooded fields offered a much more attractive food 
supply than the vast areas of open water in the 
lakes and larger marshes. Kenneth F. Roahen, game 
management agent at Billings, Mont., reported the 
heaviest flight of snow geese he has ever seen in 
Montana. They left on April 17, 10 davs earlier 
than their usual departure. The Lower Souris Re- 
fuge had the poorest spring duck and goose popu- 
lation ever recorded, but the surrounding territory 
had many birds, especially on the permanent and 
semi-permanent potholes. The Sand Lake Refuge 
in South Dakota, and the Arrowwood and Des Lacs 
Refuges in North Dakota. all reported im- 
provements in the spring duck population, as did 
the various men assigned to the spring census work. 
All of the ducks showed an increase except the 
green-winged teal, but the baldpate and ruddy 
duck populations were still below the 1946 level. 

A considerable concentration of mallards and pin- 
tails occurred around the 11th and 12th of Apvrii 
in a relatively narrow belt north of U. S. Highway 
No. 10 in North Dakota. Apparently this was 
caused by cold weather farther north as it quickly 
dispersed with warmer weather (Hammond, Saug- 

, stad, Bach, et al.). The first black duck of the 
year on Lower Souris was noted on June I, simul- 
taneously with the beginning of the annual influx 
of male mallards (Hammond). A pair of cinnamon 
teal was observed on the Tomahawk Refuge, N. 
Dak., May 4 (Nelson). There was a_ spectacular 
scaup flight in northeastern South Dakota (Bradley, 
Staunton). A white-winged scoter was recorded on 
Des Lacs, May 28 (Carpenter, Gammell) . 

Hawks. — There was but little change in the 
spring hawk flight except on Des Lacs where the 
migration was much improved over that of last 
spring, possibly due to an increase in the mouse 
population. A red-shouldered hawk was noted 
on April 12 (Carpenter, Gammell). In the Bot- 
tineau area an osprey and a gyrfalcon were re- 
corded on April 4, 
(Street). 


and a goshawk on May 11 


Shorebirds and gulls.— The shorebird flight was 
rather disappointing in that there were no con- 
centrations. This was especially true of the plovers, 
and on the Des Lacs buff-breasted sandpipers did 
not appear at all and the flocks of golden and 
black-bellied plovers were considerably smaller than 
in 1947. In the Minot area of North Dakota, Saug- 
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stad reported more black-bellied plovers than 
usual. Wilson’s snipe remained scarce. ‘The Sand 
Lake Refuge enjoyed an unusual concentration of 
Baird’s sandpipers, with thousands feeding in 
the green grain fields on the dry upland areas 
during May (Bradley). Two tremendous nesting 
colonies of Franklin’s gulls were established on 
Lower Souris, probably an all-time high in total 
numbers. 

Land birds.— A mourning dove was found nest- 
ing on the ground in oat stubble (Saugstad) and 
on Lower Souris a nest was found in heavy brome 
grass and under a large water pipe that was sus 
pended a few inches above the ground. The most 
western records of the red-headed woodpecker this 
spring were from Bottineau, April 22 (Street), and 
Sioux Falls, May 8 (Donahoe). ‘The poorest migra 
tion of olive-backed thrushes in the history of the 
refuge was reported from Des Lacs 
Gammell). ‘The 


(Carpenter, 
mountain bluebird was quite 
numerous, exceeding all previous records in some 
areas. The golden-crowned kinglet was not observed 
once this spring in Fargo (Stevens), and was rare 
to absent elsewhere. ‘The ruby-crowned kinglet was 
scarce. 

Only one species of vireo was noted at Yankton 
this spring (Larrabee). “Pwo well-marked) Nash- 
ville warblers were taken at once in the same trap, 
May 12, by Stevens, who also recorded the Canada 
warbler, May 21, the Connecticut warbler, May 
27, and the black and white warbler (only once) , 
Mav 12. ‘The Blackburnian and bav-breasted warb- 
lers were noted, May 23, at Tower City (Preston) . 
The only report of the yellow-breasted chat was at 
Des Lacs, May 19 (Carpenter, Gammell) . 
birds, ordinarily abundant, were very 
Lower Souris. 


Cow- 


scarce on 


A pair of cardinals was observed in Sioux Falls, 
April 9 (Donahoe). A group of black-headed gros- 
beaks was present on the Arrowwood Refuge from 
May 4 to I4 for the first refuge record (Nelson) . 
An indigo bunting was seen on May 22, and a 
flock of 8 red crossbills on May 20, at Sioux Falls 
(Donahoe). A lark sparrow, was recorded at Des 
Lacs on May 3 (Carpenter, Gammell). Several co- 
operators reported a scarcity of chipping sparrows, 
although there were more than usual in Sioux Falls 
(Donahoe). A swamp sparrow was recorded on 
May 5 at Fargc 
at Tower City 


(Stevens), and another on Mav 6 
(Preston). The Harris’s sparrow 
flight was uniformly quite good. Lapland long- 
spurs were very scarce in the eastern part. of 
the. region; no flocks of over 25 were noted near 
Tower City (Preston), but they were reported in 
the “thousands” near Des Lacs (Carpenter, Gam- 
mell).—C. J. Henry, Lower Souris Nat'l. Wildlife 
Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION.- A_ notoriously 
wet, cold winter began to break in mid-February, 
but returned with a remarkably late freeze on 
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normally strike the 

Texas coast once or twice a week during April) 

struck only twice during the entire month — on the 

13th and the 25th. In contrast, May had 4 cold 
fronts in its first 3 weeks. 

General conditions 

fronts that 


The virtual absence of cold 
force migrant land birds to 
earth made this April one of the most unproduc- 
tive in history. There was a minor precipitation of 
birds accompanying the minor front of April 13; 
but the major precipitations did not occur till 


normally 


fronts struck on April 25 and in the first weeks 
of May. Accordingly, most “arrivals” among the 
land birds were recorded much later than usual. 


On the other 
ing forced to crowd along the coast because of the 
dry weather inland, made an extremely good show- 


hand, the water and shorebirds, be- 


ing. Migration of winter visitors (e¢.g., waterfowl, 
hawks, some of the shorebirds, kinglets, myrtle 


warblers, goldfinches, house and winter wrens) got 
under way during the good weather of late February 
and early March. But cold: weather 
of March 11-12 caused reverse migration of Hud- 


the abnormal 


sonian curlews, tree swallows, purple martins, and 
probably other species. After that, the northward 
migration of winter visitors proceeded with a 
quick and uninterrupted rush. 

Swimming birds.—The case of the pied-billed 
grebe deserves special comment. In wet springs and 
summers the species is to be seen breeding every- 
where in the region; but in seasons, such as this 
was. the species vanishes and does not 
till autumn. 


reappear 
Where do the excess birds go? Is 
there any stabilitv in their migration habits? Does 
a bird that breeds here one season migrate to wet 


areas in the and north to another 


east breed in 
season? 

On March 17, thousands of geese migrated north- 
they 
southeast wind. A 
smaller contingent passed over on April 7, the day 
after the last Canada and lesser snow geese were 
reported by Mrs. Hagar from Rockport. The ducks 
migrated in a normal pattern, with pintails and 
scaup moving out in late April and early March, 
and blue-winged teal and shovellers coming in to 
replace them, and moving out in turn in late April 
and early May. Ruddy ducks and gadwalls passed 
through in unusual numbers; baldpates were com- 


northwest over the western edge of Houston; 


were traveling with a good 


mon but not numerous. The most spectacular sight 
of the flock of 50,000-100,000 red- 
breasted mergansers on a bay just back of Galveston 


season Was a 


on March 28, apparently pursuing a vast school of 
fish, and churning the water to a froth with their 
activities. 

Least terns arrived comparatively early (Rock- 
port, March 28; Galveston, April 4); but black 
terns were late (Galveston, May 12). On May 12, 
after the passage of a cold front with hard offshore 
winds, C. S. Fleischmann reported thousands of 
black terns all the way from Galveston to 27 miles 
out in the Gulf, and all migrating northeastward, 
parallel with the shore. 

Marsh birds. — On several occasions in late March, 
little blue herons were observed migrating in flocks 
northeastward along the foreshore of Galveston 
Island, and Louisiana herons migrating west along 
the backshore. On April 25, immediately after the 
passage of the cold front at Kemah, 20 soras were 
seen (Heiser, Kaiser, Miner) in a marsh not 50 
vards across, where not 1 had been seen 2 hours 
earlier, before the passage of the front. 

Shorebirds. — Golden plover were not numerous 
this spring; as usual they arrived in winter plumage 
on Galveston Island (March 21), and remained in 
the same pasture week after week until they molted 
into breeding plumage, and finally departed (May 
2). In early March the gray western willet far out- 
numbered the brown eastern form, and was seen 
migrating westward in flocks along the back of 
Galveston Island. But later in the season the west- 
ern form gradually vanished. Stilt sandpipers ar- 
rived at about the usual time (Rockport, April 14; 
Galveston, May 2), but they remained late (May 
12), and were more abundant than I had ever 
before seen them. Wilson’s phalaropes were likewise 
unprecedentedly abundant all along the coast dur- 
ing the same period. Marbled godwits (very rare 
15 years ago) were common all along the coast this 
spring. Perhaps because of weather conditions, the 
long-billed curlew was much common this 
spring than for many years. All the common small 
sandpipers (including the buff-breasted) and plov- 
ers were abundant. 

Hawks.— Only one important hawk flight was 
reported; Mrs. Hagar about 300 migrating 
broad-wings at Rockport on April 1. 


less 


saw 


Small land birds. — Last dates tended to be late: 
cedar waxwing to May 20 at Rockport, and May 21 
at Houston; least flycatcher, chestnut-sided warbler, 
and Canada warbler to May 28 at Houston; Black- 
burnian warbler to May 27 at Houston; magnolia 
warbler to May 21 at Galveston; pipit (5) to May 
2 at Galveston. 

Rarities. — Lazuli bunting at Rockport, April 26; 
Bullock’s oriole at Rockport, April 25; Connecticut 
warbler at Houston, May 17 (Williams); sharp- 
tailed sandpiper at Galveston, March 21. Williams 
saw this last from a distance of about 40 feet under 
ideal conditions, and feels absolutely certain of the 
identification. — Grorce G. WitiiamMs, The Rice 


Institute, Houston, Tex, 
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SOUTHWEST REGION. -— Since this is the first 
report from a new region, a few words of descrip- 
tion may not be amiss. The region embraces a 
. diversified and com- 
plex area, with life 
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tremely rugged 
mountain ranges often exceeding 10,000 feet in 
elevation are strewn on the otherwise desert map 
of southeastern Arizona and southern New Mexico. 
Verdant irrigated valleys offer a sharp contrast 
to desert surroundings. The Mogollon Rim runs 
east and west across central Arizona, extending into 
western New Mexico, presenting a formidable phy- 
sical barrier creating a sharp change in climatic 
conditions. In northern Arizona and northwestern 
New Mexico the Rim breaks on the north into a 
high plateau land, most of it a mile or more 
above sea level. It is therefore apparent that there 
exists a complexity of topographical, climatic, and 
vegetative differences that has a pronounced effect 
on the distribution and composition of birdlife in 
the region. To cite one species as an example: the 
Audubon’s warbler winters at El] Paso, Texas, and 
Tucson and Parker, Ariz.; breeds at Williams 
and Flagstaff, Ariz., and Cloudcroft, N.Mex.; and is 
a transient only at Holbrook, Lupton, and Snow- 
flake, Ariz. Then, too, there are such distributional 
phenomena as the occurrence of a partially Mexi- 
can avifauna in portions of southeastern Arizona 
and southwestern New Mexico; a great sweep of 
transients to the Pacific coast through the deserts 
of southwestern Arizona which hardly affects the 
southeastern part of the state; as well as pecul- 
larities in the migrations of many individual species 
concerning which little data have been obtained. 

The season. — Spring in this area was backward, 
cool, and dry. In the Parker vicinity, flowers were 
very late. Mesquites were not in bloom until April 
10, 15 days later than last year; and were not in 
full bloom in Tucson until about April 27, a full 
4 weeks later than in 1947. Although the winter 
snowfall was heavy in many of the elevated areas, 
it had little effect on the widespread drought con- 
ditions in much of Arizona and New Mexico. 
Hence, water, cover, and food conditions continued 
generally poor. As a result of these unfavorable 
conditions, migration and nesting were behind 
schedule, with few exceptions. 

Loons, grebes, and pelicans. — Quite a number of 
common loons migrated along the Colorado River 
in April, with as many as 15 seen on Havasu Lake. 
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Apr. 20 (Monson). A horned grebe was seen on 
the Bill Williams arm of Havasu L., Apr. 19 (M.). 
An eared grebe was noted at El Paso, Mar. 5 (Mrs. 
McBee, Miss Keefer), and another at Snowflake, 
Apr. 27 (Mrs. Levine, Phillips). The peak of its 
passage on the Colorado River occurred about 
Apr. 25, when more than 120 were seen on Havasu 
L. (M.). As many as 13 western grebes were still 
present, May 13, at Havasu L. (M.); 1 was seen at 
Lake Ascarte, El Paso, Apr. 16 (M.-K.). The 
Colorado River white pelican flight seemed smaller 
than usual, with a maximum of 350 seen near 
Needles, Calif., Apr. 6 (M.). A brown pelican 
was observed at Cibola, Ariz.. on the Colorado 
River, Apr. 22 (W. Pulich) . 

Cormorants, herons, and ibises. — Double-crested 
cormorant colonies near Topock, Ariz., were in full 
incubation during the latter part of March, with 
the first young hatching before Apr. 20. Smaller 
numbers of great blue herons and American egrets 
nest in the same colonies, the herons nesting 
earlier than the cormorants, and the egrets later 
(M.). The first snowy egrets were seen near El 
Paso, Tex., Mar. 21 (M.-K.), at Tucson, Mar. 29 
(J. Veghte), and at Snowflake, Ariz., Mav 7 (L.). 
The green heron was first noted at ‘Topock, Ariz.. 
Apr. 6 (M.), and at Tucson, Apr. 11 (P., R. Streets, 
T. Cohen). Single American bitterns were noted 
at Topock, the Bill Williams River delta, Ariz., 
and Havasu L., Mar. 6, Apr. 12, and May 12 (M.). 
Sixteen glossy ibis were noted near El Paso. Apr. 11 
(M.-K.), 9 at Havasu L., Apr. 20 (M.), about 25 
near Joseph City, Ariz., Apr. 26 (P.), and 11 at 
Snowflake, May 4 (L.). 

Waterfowl. — Mrs. Lena McBee at El Paso writes, 
“Duck migration is about as it has been for 5 
years,” an observation which might well apply to 
the remainder of the region. .\ Canada goose was 
still present near Needles, Apr. 6 (M.), and 2 were 
seen above Imperial Dam on the Colorado River, 
Apr. 22 (Pulich). A white-fronted goose was seen 
near Williams, Apr. 21 (P.). About 80 snow geese 
were lingering below Davis Dam on the Colorado 
River, Mar. 5 (Pulich). Virtually no migrating 
pintails were seen along the Colorado River (M.). 
The first cinnamon teal (6) were seen at Tucson, 
Feb. 29 (Tucson Bird Club). The height of a 
limited redhead migration on the Colorado River 
occurred on Havasu L., Apr. 13, when 132 were 
seen (M.). A few ring-necked ducks were. still 
present near Imperial Dam, May 13 (A. Halloran). 
A male canvas-back was seen, May 7, at Snowflake 
(L.). The last buffle-heads were 2 near Parker, 
May 13 (M.), and 1 near Imperial Dam the same 
date (Halloran). Perhaps the most surprising 
waterfowl records were the large numbers of red- 
breasted mergansers seen at Havasu L., beginning 
about Apr. 10 and lasting through May 20, with 
a maximum of over 880, Apr. 19 (M.). One male 
was found dead in the road about 18 miles east 
of Quartzsite, Ariz., Apr. 19 (Pulich) . 


Hawks. The turkev vulture arrived at Lupton, 


Apr. 4 M. Wetherill). .\)| Swainson’s hawk was 
seen near Gila Bend, Ariz., Mar. 12 (Mr. & Mrs. 
FE. D. Morton), and 1 at Tucson, Mar. 21 (H. 


Brandt), but others were not seen until Apr. Il, 


at Tucson (P., Cohen). ‘Three Harris’s hawks were 
Tucson, Mar. 2, where they are rare (W. 
M. Nice, P.). Single marsh hawks were 
still present near Sahuarita, Ariz., May 2 (P., W. 
& A. Foerster, I. Peters), and 
Mav 13 (Brandt). 


at Havasu L. 


seen al 
Foerster, 
near Portal, Ariz., 
Migrating ospreys were noted 
and ‘Topock from Mar. 14 to Apr. 28 
(M.); 1 was seen at Snowflake, May 30 (L.). Pigeon 
Havasu L., Apr. 9, 12 (M.). 
Ihe nesting of Gambel’s 
quail along the Colorado River took place more 
than a month later than last year, with the first 
young not until May 17, at Topock (M.). 
Young were seen at Tucson, Apr. 30 (M. Nichols) . 
All evidence points to a poor nesting season. 
Shorebirds.— A rare straggler 
a black turnstone, was noted at 


hawks were seen at 


Gallinaceous birds. 


seen 


from the ocean, 
Havasu L., May 2i 
(M.) . Wilson’s snipes were reported still “numerous” 
at San Bernardino Ranch, extreme 
Arizona, May 1 (Brandt, A. Gross) . 
low-legs were seen near Holbrook, 
and about 30 


southeastern 
Iwo lesser yel- 
Apr. 26 (P:). 
at San Bernardino Ranch, May 1 
(Brandt, Gross), while at El Paso they were seen 
in small numbers from Feb. 8 to Mar. 29 (M.-K.). 
\ good avocet migration took place at Havasu L. 
and Topock, extending from Mar. Il to Apr. 14 
(M.). Few black-necked stilts were noted: 5 at a 
nesting locality near El Paso, Mar. 21 (M.-K.) , where 
3 fresh eggs were found, May 15 (Gen. G. Meyer). 


Gulls and terns.— A good flight of California 
gulls occurred at Havasu L. from Apr. 1, when 
275 were seen, to Mav 13 (M.). Two ring-billed 


gulls were seen at Tucson, where they are rare, Mar. 
24 (C. Vorhies. L. Wehrle). \) Franklin’s gull 
was present at Havasu L., Apr. 13-15 (M.), and 2 


were seen near Joseph Citv, Apr. 26 (P.). The 
earliest black tern was seen near Parker, Mav 1 
(M.): 1 was seen at Snowflake, Mav 14 (L.). 
Doves through  kinefishers. The first white- 
winged doves were noted, Apr. 6, at ‘Tumacacori 
National Monument, Ariz. (B. Jackson); Apr. 16 
at Carr Canvon in the Huachuca Mts., Ariz. (FE. 
Jacot); Apr. 22 near Phoenix (Pulich); Apr. 24 


at Tucson (Mrs. Foerster); and Apr. 29 in the 
Bill Williams delta (M.). A’ band-tailed pigeon 
was seen in the New York mesquite thicket on 
the Gila River southwest of Phoenix, Ariz., May 14 
Pulich). A horned owl nest with fresh eggs was 
found, Apr. 6, near Oro Grande, N. Mex. (Meyer). 
\ whip-poor-will was seen in the Santa Catalina 
Mts... Ariz... May 4° (Mrs. ‘Phornburg). A good 
flight of Vaux’s swifts took place along the Colorado 
River, an exceptionally early individual noted, Apr. 


1. at Havasu L.: thev were last seen Mav 10 near 
Parker (M.). An early black-chinned humming- 
bird was seen at Tucson, Mar. 13 (Mrs. Steele). 


Costa’s hummingbirds had deserted their breeding 
territories in the Havasu L. area by May 10 (M.). 


A late lowland record for the broad-tailed hum- 
mingbird was obtained, May 17, east of Cascabel 
in the San Pedro valley, Ariz. (P.). Its arrival 
was reported on May 2, 7 miles north of US. 


Highway 66 on the Ft. Defiance road, Ariz. (Weth- 
erill). The blue-throated hummingbird was first 
seen at Carr Canyon, Apr. 8 (Jacot). An early 
coppery-tailed trogon was seen in Ramsey Canyon 


in the Huachuca Mts., Apr. 11 (Jacot). The last 
belted kingfisher was noted at Havasu L., Apr. 27 
(M.); at Snowflake, May 20 (L.). 

Woodpeckers. —'The last red-shafted flicker was 


noted at Havasu L., Apr. 15 (M.). A Lewis’s wood- 
pecker was seen at Wickieup, Ariz., Apr. 20 (P.). 
\ belated Williamson's sapsucker was seen in the 
Chiricahua Mts., Ariz., May 2 (Brandt). 

Flycatchers. — An early sulphur-bellied flycatcher 
was seen, May I1, at Cave Creek in the Chiricahua 
Mts. (L. Hargrave). Arizona crested flycatcher was 
noted at Feldman, Ariz., Apr. 28 (P.). The oli- 
vaceous flycatcher arrived, Apr. 14, at Carr Canyon 
(Jacot). In the River valley, black 
phoebes had virtually disappeared by Apr. 30, ap- 
parently to breed elsewhere (M.). First western 
wood pewees were noted at Parker, Apr. 17 (M.), 
at El Paso, Apr. 30 (M.-K.), and at Snowflake, May 
14 (L.). A stray vermilion flycatcher was seen at 
Snowflake, May 20-21 (L.). Beardless flycatcher 
was feeding young in the nest at mouth of Madera 
Canyon in the Santa Rita Mts., Ariz., May 31 (P., 
Brandt, Gross) . 


Colorado 


Swallows. \n unusually late tree swallow was 


seen, May 24, at San Bernardino Ranch (Har- 
grave). Very early barn swallows arrived at El 
Paso, Mar. 21 (M.-K.), at San Bernardino Ranch, 


\pr. 5 (Brandt), at ‘Topock, Apr. 6 (M.), and at 
Snowflake, Apr. 17 (L.). An exceptionally early 
flight of cliff swallows took place, 4 being seen 
at Agua Caliente in the lower Gila valley, Ariz., 
Feb. 28 (Mortons), 3 near Parker Dam, Feb. 27 
(M.), and 2 at Tucson, Mar. 4 (Mrs. Nice, P.). 
They were common migrants along the Colorado 
River from Apr. 15 to May 5 (M.). Arrival of 
breeding birds near Lupton was delayed until May 
18, although the species was noted there, Apr. 13 
(Wetherill). An exceptionally early report for the 
purple martin is that of 1 seen 6 miles south of 
New River, Ariz., Mar. 18 (Pulich). 

Jays and titmice. — Single long-crested jays were 
seen flying gradually northward on the desert cast 
\riz., May 22 and 24 (!) (Brandt, 
Hargrave, P.). ‘The wintering flock of pinon jays 
at Tumacacori National Monument seen 
Apr. 19 (Jackson), having arrived last Nov. 12. 
\ pair of white-breasted nuthatches was seen at 
Apr. 4 (T.B.C.), and a pan 
was seen at the San Bernardino Ranch, Apr. 3 to 9 
(Brandt). A brown creeper was nest building in 
the Chiricahua Mts., May 13 (Hargrave, P.). 


of Douglas, 


was last 


Tucson as late as 
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Wrens through vireos.—Crissal thrasher nests con- 
taining nearly full-grown young were found at El 
Paso as early as Apr. 8 (Meyer). Four or 5 robins 
were still present at Tucson, Apr. 22 (Mortons) . 
Blue-gray gnatcatchers were still common in_ the 
Big Sandy Valley in western Arizona, Apr. 19-20 
(P.). American pipits were last seen near Wickieup, 
Apr. 19 (P.), and at San Bernardino Ranch, Apr. 
20 (Hargrave, Brandt). Phainopeplas still had 
some small young in the nest near Parker, May 1. 
The small breeding colony at Snowflake was arriv- 
ing, May 30 (L.). 
riving, not being seen until Mar. 27 in the 
Williams delta (M.); an early individual 
seen at Tucson, Mar. 19 (T.), but no more until 
Mar. 26 (M.-K.). At National Monu- 
ment, a nest with 4 fresh eggs was found, Apr. 30 


late in ar- 
Bill 


was 


Bell’s vireos were 


Pumacacori 


Jackson). \ gray vireo was seen near Valentine, 
Ap, Apr: 21 (P.).. 
Wood warblers.—Lucy’s warbler arrivals were 


reported, Mar. 17, at Topock (M.), and, Mar. 29, 
at Tumacacori National Monument (Jackson); as 
many as 21 were seen near Tucson, Mar. 25 (P., 
Veghte, M.-K., Mrs. Wright). A Virginia’s warbler 
was seen at Hueco Tanks, El Paso, Apr. 18 (M.-K.). 


Yeliow warblers were very late in arriving along 
the Colorado River, where they were not seen 
until Apr. 17, near Parker (M.); on Apr. 27 in 
the Snowflake-Shumway area they were already 


fairly common (P., L.). 
thrushes were seen near Tucson, May 13 (Mortons, 
Mr. & Mrs. Kent), Cascabel, May 17 
(Brandt, P., and others) , and at Snowflake, Mav 24 
(L.). The pileolated warbler probably the com 
monest transient warbler in the Southwest, was 
common in El \pr. 11 (M.-K.), along the 
Colorado River from Apr. 15 to May 20 (M.), and 
near Holbrook by Apr. 25 (P.). An early report of 
red-faced warbler came from Carr Canyon, Mar. 23 
(Mrs. Healy). The painted redstart was seen at 
San Bernardino Ranch, Apr. 3 (Brandt) ; 
young were out of the nest in the Santa Rita Mts., 
May 28 (T.). 


Single northern water- 


east of 


Paso by 


and 7 


Finches and sparrows. — Black-headed  grosbeak 
arrival dates were Apr. 12, Bill Williams delta (M.), 
and Apr. 28, Shumway (P.). Young were just out 
of the nest in the Santa Rita Mts., May 30 (Gross) . 


\ flight of Lawrence’s goldfinches was the feature of 


the past winter in the Rio Grande valley; still 
flocks of 50 and 80 at El Paso, Mar. 8 (M.-K.). One 
was still present near Parker, Apr. 3° (M.). A 


lark bunting was seen near Holbrook, Apr. 26 (P.) ; 


they have been virtually absent in western and 
south-central Arizona the last winter. Botteri’s 
sparrow was found May 22 at San Bernardino 
Ranch (Brandt, Hargrave, P.). A red-backed 


junco nest with 4 fresh eggs was found at Cloud- 
croft, May 8 (Meyer). Arizona juncos were still 
present in Sonoran zones at Sabino Canyon in the 
Santa Catalina Mts., Mar 31 (T.), and on Cave 
Creek above Portal in the Chiricahua Mts., Apr. 1 
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(Brandt), probably due to a 
fall and a cold March. An Arizona junco was build- 
ing its nest in the Santa Catalina Mts., Apr. 17, 
later destroyed by a house wren after 3 eggs were 
laid (1T.).— Gate Monson, Havasu Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


good February snow- 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST AREA. The rainy 
period that started several months late continued 
through April with some precipitation in late May. 





This brought a 
heavy growth, in 
some areas, ol 
grasses and low 
| plants and __per- 
| mitted the trees 
|} and bushes to 


| produce leaves 
and flowers. ‘This 
|} growth was at 
least a month 
later than normal. 
Nand it, along with 
low temperatures 
produced a pecu- 
liar 
| birds. 


spring for 
The dry 
modi- 





} season 


es sneered * fied 


affect all the groups of birds discussed in 


Was 





= 
enough — to 


this re- 
port. Even if the supply of insects and plant food 
was not brought up to normal, it was greatly in- 
creased. Observers found Hum 


mingbirds, were 


much to report. 


swifts, swallows, and fivcatchers 
present in reduced numbers, no doubt: because of 
the strange weather. 

Water birds. — Water bird Moss 
Landing were poor this year. Ducks lett carly, the 
mud flats were very dry, and the usual nesting 
birds were generally absent. Selected reports were: 
white pelican, Moss Landing, Apr. 11 last date for 
birds that arrived about Aug. 1 (Andersons) , Dum 
barton Bridge, 108 on May 22 (Rigby); pelagic 
cormorant, Pedro Point, 20 on May 15, no nesting 
where the species nested last vear, but birds in 
breeding plumage (R.); least bittern, Moss Land- 
ing, 1 on Apr. 24 (A.); Dumbarton 
Bridge, 300 on May 1, approximate date of depar- 


conditions at 


shoveller, 


ture (R.); buffle-head, San Andreas Lake, 2 fe- 
males on May 15 (R.); old-squaw, Dumbarton 
Bridge, female on May 22 (R.);_ red-breasted 


mérganser, mouth of Carmel River, 6 on 


and May 6 (Morrow). 


Apr. 30 


Hawks. — Scarcity of most of these species justi- 
fies special attention to them. White-tailed kite, 
Silverado Trail, near Napa, 3 on May 2, 2 on May 
26 (Kelly) ,Carmel River bridge, May 31 (Morrow) ; 
red-shouldered hawk, Silverado Trail, near Napa, 
2 on May 2. near Glen Ellen, 1 on June 2 (K.); 
osprey, Carmel River, 1 mile from ocean, 1 fiving 














north on Apr. 19 (Williams); sparrow hawk, East 
Oakland, nesting pair had 5 eggs on Apr. 7 
started to leave on May 26 

Shorebirds. — Members of this group were pres- 
ent in large numbers and late in departing. Special 
examples were: black-bellied plover, Moss Landing, 
700 on Apr. 10 Bay Farm Island, 
about 25 on May 31 (Kelly); semipalmated plover, 
mouth of Carmel River, 6 on May 5 
Bay Farm May 31 (K.); Hudsonian 
curlew, mouth of Carmel River, 8 on May 25 (M.), 
Bay Farm Island, few on May 31 (K.); long-billed 
curlew, Dumbarton Bridge, 6 on May 22 (Rigby) ; 
marbled godwit, Bay 


, young 
(Seibert) . 


(Andersons) , 


(Morrow) , 
Island, 8 on 


about 600° on 
May 31, greater numbers than in any other year at 
this date (K.); spotted sandpiper, Half-moon Bay, 
2 on May 15 (R.); willet, over Carmel Highlands, 
1 mile east of shore, large flock constantly calling 


Farm Island, 


and flying north in fog at 1:30 a.m. on May 4 
(Williams) , Bay Farm Island, few on May 31 (K.); 
sanderling, Carmel Beach, Apr. 30 (M.); —black- 
necked stilt, Moss Landing, first on Apr. 24 (A.); 


avocet, Moss Landing, 15 on Apr. 24 (A.), Dum- 
barton Bridge, 40 on May 22 (R.), near Oakland 
\irport, about 35 on May 23 (Seibert) . 

Gulls and terns. — Each species listed here de- 
serves record for its numbers, season, location, or 
stage in Heermann’s gull, Carmel, 1 on 
May 28 (Morrow); Bonaparte’s gull, Moss Land- 
ing, 2 on May 22 (Andersons), Berkeley, 2 on May 
23 (Childs), 2 on June 2 (Kelly); 
Dumbarton Bridge, 8 on May 1, colony of at least 
30 pairs, but no young, on May 22 (Rigby), Moss 
Landing, first on May 15, 8 or 9 on Mav 


nesting. 


Caspian tern, 


16, fewer 


than last vear (A.), Alameda, 10 on May 31 (K.); 
Forster's tern, Elkhorn Slough, first on Apr. 1, 67 
on Apr. 27, hundreds on May 22, an adult feeding 
another (A.), near east approach to San Mateo 


Bridge. at least 110 nests with 1 to 4 eggs on May 
23 (Seibert) ; tern, Moss Landing, first on 
May 22 (.\.):; murre. Pedro Point,200 on Mav 15 (R.) ; 
pigeon guillemot, Pedro Point. 12 on Mav 15 (R.). 

Land_ birds. — 


least 


These species do not occur regu- 
larlv through the region. Each record helps to de- 
fine the status of the species. Western kingbird, 
east side Santa Clara Valley, 6 on Mav 1 (Rigby). 
near Lake Chabot golf course, 1 on May 15. (Sei- 
bert) ; Montara, 1 on Mav 15 (R.);_ tri- 
colored blackbird, mouth of Carmel River, 50 on 
May 14 red crossbill, City College of 
San Francisco, flocks of \pr. 7 and 
Apr. 14 (S.). near Lake Chabot golf 
course, 3 on May 15 and 16 (S.), Carmel, heard fly- 
ing over, May 21, where continuously present since 
Nov. (W.), 6 or 8 flew over on May 31 
Pacific Grove, small group of 6 or 7 
site on May 27, 28, and 29 (Pitelka) . 

crossbills in 


raven, 


(Williams) ; 
about 15 on 
about 25 on 


(Morrow) , 
seen at one 
Persistence of 
this area of coniferous forests may 
mean that some of the birds remained to nest. On 
May 


Buellis Hills on east side of Santa Clara Valley 


1. 2 grasshopper sparrows were seen in Los 


(E:):. 


Nesting. — ‘This activity started late and was 
being prolonged beyond the usual season. Ash- 
throated flycatcher, Mt. Hermon, nest building on 
May 26 (EF. Smith); purple martin, Mt. Hermon, 
nesting on May 26 (E. S.); California jay, Los 
eggs hatched on Apr. 4 (E. S.), North 
Berkeley, young out of nest on May 22 (Childs) ; 
chestnut-backed chickadee, Carmel Highlands, incu- 
bation of 7 eggs started Mar. 27, young fledged May 
2 (Williams) , Mills College, pair building in cavity 
in eucalyptus on Apr. 11 (Siebert); pigmy nut- 
hatch, Howell Mountain, building nest on May 26 
(Kelly); dipper, Alum Rock Park, nest building 
on Apr. 4 (E. S.); robin, near Greenfield, nest on 
May 29, first in the vicinity (Livingston) ; hooded 
oriole, Lombardis, Napa Co., May 2 (K.), Green 
Valley, Solano Co., May 19 (K.), Alameda, May 16, 
seems to be 


Gatos, 


more numerous each year in Bay 
(K.), San Jose, nest nearly finished on 
May 4 and dead male picked up several blocks from 
the site (E. §.).; Oregon junco, Carmel Highlands, 
first young out of nest on Apr. 3 (W.); song spar- 
row, Mills College, young out of nest, Apr. 11 (S.). 

Departures. — Departures of wintering species 
were exceptionally late. Say’s phoebe, near Salinas, 
was last seen on Apr. 10 (Andersons); golden- 
crowned kinglet, Butano Canyon, near Pescadero, 
3 or 4 singing in redwoods on May 16 (E. Smith) ; 
cedar waxwing, lower Salinas River, flock on Apr. 


counties 


25 (A.); myrtle warbler, Chiles Valley, Napa Co., 
2 on May 26 (Kelly); Audubon’s warbler, Corral 
de Tierra, Apr. 25 (A.), Los Gatos, Apr. 27 
(E. S.), Jack London Ranch, near Glen Ellen, 
June 2 (K.);  white-crowned sparrow, Hastings 


Reservation, May 9 (Linsdale), San Felipe Valley, 
15 miles southeast of San Jose, May 9 (E. S.); 
golden-crowned sparrow, Hastings Reservation, May 
11 (Tomich) ; fox sparrow, Mt. Hermon, Apr.19 (E.S.) 

Migration. — Migration of early species was late 
to start but it was prolonged and_ several species 
were present in great numbers toward the end of 
The flight was clearly 
than in other years, both as to 


the season. 
trated 
numbers. 


more concen- 
time and 
Nashville warbler, Hastings Reservation, 
Apr. 14 to 30 and May 19 (Tomich) ; Townsend's 
warbler, Alum Rock Park, Apr. 1 (E. Smith), 
Hastings Reservation, Apr. 9 to May 13 (Tomich) 
and May 31 (Lindsdale) ; 
Reservation, 9 records between Apr. 17 and May 
21, San Jose, about May 1 (Vessel), Adobe Creek, 
west side Santa Clara Valley, May 8 (Rigby). 
Arrivals. — Arrival of every summer species was 


hermit warbler, Hastings 


late: wood pewee, Mt. Hermon, Apr. 19 (E. Smith) , 
Hastings Reservation, Apr. 24 (Tomich);  olive- 
sided flycatcher, Mt. Hermon, Apr. 19 (E. S.), Car- 
mel Highlands, Apr. 22 (Williams); russet-backed 
thrush, Berkeley, Apr. 26 (Kelly), Los Gatos, Apr. 
29 (E. S.); solitary vireo, Hastings Reservation, 
Apr. 14 (Tomich), Palo Alto, Apr. 18 (Rigby), 
near Mt. Hermon, Apr. 19 (E. S.); warbling vireo, 
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Hastings Reservation, Apr. 1 (Linsdale), Alum 
Rock Park, Apr. 1 (E. S.); vellow warbler, Palo 
Alto, Apr. 15 (R.), San Jose, Apr. 15 (E. S.); Bul- 
lock’s oriole, Hastings Reservation, Apr. 4; western 
tanager, Hastings Reservation, Apr. 20) (Pomich) , 
2 
rt oh 
tion elsewhere, Los Gatos; black-headed  gros- 
beak, Apr. 12 (T.), Los Gatos, Apr. 16 (E. S.); 
lazuli bunting, Hastings Reservation, Apr. 20 (Wie- 
derhoeft).— Jran M. Linspatr, Hastings Reserva- 
Monterey, Calif. 


reported as unusually common in migra- 


tion, Jamesburg Route, 


SOUTH PACIFIC COAST REGION. — The past 
winter brought a total precipitation of only about 
60°, of normal, distributed chiefly in 2) heavy 
rains (early 
December and 
late March). 
\ great vari- 
from 
normal was ex- 
pected in the 
vegetation and 
the migration. 
One immedi- 





ance 


ate result seem- 
ed to be the 
generally late 
(1-2 weeks) ar- 
rival of mi- 
grants from 
the south, which can be correlated with the even 

















later (3-6 weeks) blooming periods of herbs and 
foothill shrubs. Stragglers of some land birds ar- 
rived on normal dates, but mass arrivals were late 
and irregular in different localities. 

Even resident species were late in’ taking up 
breeding and nesting, as witness the red-shouldered 
(red-bellied) Jarbara Mu- 
seum; usually several pairs have eggs by Mar. 8, 
\pr. 6 
Species such as the wren-tit, Bewick’s wren 


hawks near the Santa 


while this vear there was only 1 nest by 
(Rett). 
and California thrasher in a breeding-bird census 
area near Arcadia were also 2 weeks to a month 
late in singing and nesting. The March rains were 
sufficient to bring a good herb cover, but it dried 
up quickly and many nestlings must certainly have 
been brought off when insect populations were 
differently disposed than in normal years. Climatic 
cycles thus must influence birds in indirect ways 
of which we have little knowledge. 

Departure of winter visitants.— A few robins 
were suill at Santa Barbara on Apr. 6, and 8 were 
seen near Whitewater, Riverside Co., on Apr. 17; 
but they now nest in so many foothill cities (where 
wide lawns and nesting mud are available) that 
the last wintering birds are hard to segregate in 
the records. Four hermit thrushes at Griffith Park 
on Apr. 1] (Russell) is a normal last date for this 
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singing persistently where a pair nested last year 


species, but 1 near Arcadia on May 1 
is verv late. 


(Cogswell) 
Ruby-crowned kinglets and white- 
crowned (Gambel’s) sparrows left) most localities 
early (by Mar. 31 and Apr. 18 respectively), but 
1 kinglet was seen on the Borego Desert on Apr. 18 
(Mall). A flock of 500 pipits at San Gabriel River 
Wildlife Sanctuary (—S.G.R.W.S. 
\pr. 1 was an unusually large spring influx — per 
haps concentrated in irrigated alfalfa fields by drv- 
ness elsewhere. Contrarily, Savannah sparrows dis- 
appeared without the usual spring influx of large 
flocks, the last at S.G.R.W.S. being 1 on Apr. 16. 
\t Big Bear Lake on May 16 there were 2 pipits. 
equalling the latest California date, and 2 Savannah 
sparrows — 


hereafter) on 


the latter both singing as though on a 
nesting territory, but no nest has vet been found 
(Cogswell) . 

White pelican.—The only migrating flocks re 
ported were 250 over Charlton Flats, San Gabrici 
Mts., on Mar. 27 (M.), 200_L over Sawmill Mt.. 
western L.A. Co., on Mar. 28 (M.), and 200 over 
Sand Canyon, about half way between these two 
points. on Mar. 29 (Kent). On Apr. 17, Ralph Mall 
estimated the white pelican population to be 200 
at Lake Elsinore and 400 at Lake Henshaw. and he 
saw a flock of about 200 flving near the SW end of 
Salton Sea on Apr. 18. These lakes are about the 
only possible breeding sites within our territory 
(Buena Vista was dry this year), but disturbance 
by man prevents it except at Salton Sea. 
westward) 
flight near Los Angeles started a little early with 
30 Canadas over Beverly Hills on Jan. 19) (M.). 
Fiftv Canadas passed over Altadena at 8:45 a.m. on 


Geese. — The early northward = (or 


Jan. 24, 75 more at 10:30 a.m., and 75 over Arcadia 
on Feb. 20 (Quattlebaum). The latest flock was 
of 21 going WNW. over the southwest 
part of L.A. on Feb. 15 (M.). The white-fronted 
goose flight was cither non-existent or missed. 


(subsp.) 


Ducks. — Reports are too few to give any sum 
mary of the flight. Small flocks of pintails were 
passing northward along the coast of Playa del Rev 
on Feb. 22, on which date also 250 green-winged 
teal were estimated at the nearby Recreation Gun 
Club (C.).) Mr. Hastings found 191) green-wings 
sull there on Mar. 15 — good) spring numbers 
for this species. The shoveller, always our com 
monest spring duck, was recorded in smaller flocks 
than usual: 170 on Mar. 24 at Riverside (Wilson) 
and 200 there on Apr. 4 (Julian), 350 on Mar. 28 
at Elizabeth Lake (M.), and an estimated 30° (in 
pairs) on May 3 at Upper Bay, Orange Co., where 
Over 
300 canvas-backs were seen at Elizabeth Lake on 
Mar. 28 (M.) and 35 were on the east end of Big 
Bear Lake on May 16 (C.). Miss Belle Wilson 
reported a blue-winged teal at) Fairmount Park, 
Riverside, on Feb. 20. ~ 

iTawks. — Migrating 


it scems logical that they might nest (C.). 


flocks of turkey” vultures 
were small and scattered, with the peak about Feb. 
15-25. No large fiocks of Swainson’s hawks were 














reported (nor any last’ vear), the only records 


being: 6 over Griffith Park, L.A., and 3 at the 
base of the Santa Ana Mts. on Mar. 21 (R.); 8 
over Beverly Hills on Mar. 22 (M.); 1 over Ar- 
cadia on Mar. 26 (Q.); and 5 foraging east of 


Upper Bay, Orange Co., on May 3° (Buchheister, 
Stultz, Cogswell). Three migrating marsh hawks 
were noted at S.G.R.W.S. (Feb. 7, Mar. 11, 13.) and 


1 in the Linda Vista district of Pasadena on Mar. 
13. (QO.). An osprey was seen at Elizabeth Lake 
on Mar. 28 (M.), and one was perched on an open 


meadow near the shore of Big Bear Lake on May 
16 (Taylor, Cogswell). An immature bald cagic 


was seen perched on the old pier or being harassed 


by gulls at Palos Verdes, Apr. 25, May 1-2 (Shuart). 


Shorebirds. Phe 
showed no perceptible spring increase at Redondo, 


common wintering — species 
but just disappeared toward the end of the season 
(Shuart). Reports 
scanty for comparison. On 
flock of 12 Hudsonian curlews 
Baldwin Hills on Apr. 11 (M.), 
a flock of 300 on Apr. 28 at “Curlew” in Impcrial 
Valley (Comby), and the last few recorded were at 
S.G.R.W.S. — 2 on May Mav 13 (Cogs- 
well). Wandering tattlers were seen by Mr. Shuart 
Apr. 20 to May 22, 
Mav 15 of 8 


sections are too 
first 
found in the 


othe 
inland 


from 
ficlds the 
was 
the maximum was 


9 and 3 on 


at Palos Verdes from with the 


maximum on birds in a compact 


flock. A solitary sandpiper appeared at $.G.R.W.S. 
on Apr. 18. earlier than last vear (Cogswell) . 
Gulls. — An unusual concentration of herring gulls 


9° 


75 on the beach at Huntington Beach on Mar. 3 


made this species the commonest gull there 


Comby). Ring-billed (and California?) gulls mi 


erated in flocks of 100-200 over S.G.R.W.S. and 
thence northward on Feb. 4, 7. and 8, and a_ flock 
of 50 passed over on Mar. 14. At Big Bear Lake 


on Mav 16 there were 50 ring-bills 


olds. and a few | vr. old) birds mixed 

Terns. Phere reports) on the May 
fiight, usually quite noteworthy. Over 100 Forster's 
terns were at Newport harbor on Apr. 10 (C.). Two 
black terns foraged over small ponds near $.G.R.W.S. 
on. Apr. 22 (C.). 

Swifls. — Vaux’s were seen at S.G.R.W.S. intermit- 
tently from Apr. 21 to May 9 with several flocks of 
15-30 each on Apr. 30. About 30 were seen over San 
Dimas Foothill Park on May 2. Near Whitticr at 
dusk on Mav 9 a flock of about 40 Vaux’s swifts flew 


were ho 


in close formation low over the tree tops as thougii 


about to roost, but the flock 


scattered ont again 
and moved (C.). A real migration of some 300 
black swilts was observed by the Combvys at Carls 
bad on May 29. 

Hummingbirds. \llen’s arrived on Feb. 5 at Bur- 
bank (Daugherty) and on Feb 22 at Santa Barbara, 
where it was nesting by Mar. 20 (Rett). The peak 
of its migration came on Feb. 29, with 30 to 50 
estimated at Brookside Park, Pasadena (Q.); the 


Allen’s south of breed- 
Bel Air on Mar. 22(M.). At 


last definitely identified as 


ing range were 4 at 


adults, 2 vr. 


(Cogswell) . 


this time the rufous hummingbird, which had first 
become common on Feb. 26, was at its maximum. 
Single male calliope hummingbirds were seen in the 
foothills near Arcadia on Apr. 4° (C.) and near 
San Dimas Foothill Park on May 2 (A. Berry, C. J. 
Parker, R. L. Taylor, et al.). 

Swallows. — First to arrive were the local breeding 
tree swallows at S.G.R.W.S. on Feb. 8, but the 
in numbers from Mar. 15 through 
Next were rough-wings seen between 
Riverside on Feb. 19-20 (Wilson) ; 
several hundred were found along the L.A. River 
at Griffith Park by the 26th (D.). Migrating violet- 
greens were common in Santa Barbara on Feb. 22 
(R.) and reached their peak about Mar. 20-24, when 
an estimated 1000 were seen at Fairmount Park in 
Riverside (W.). The last observed at altitudes be 
low their nesting range were 204+ at S,G.R.W.S. 
on Apr. 22 (C.). One cliff swallow seen at 
S.G.R.W.S. on Feb. 19, over a month earlier than 
their general arrival, and barn swallows were noted 
there somewhat early on Mar. 9 and 14 (C.). 

Warblers. — Although the dusky orange-crowned 
warbler (I’. c. sordida) 
ceclata and V. ce. 


species passed 
Apr. 30 (C.). 
Banning and 


was 


winters commonly and J’. c. 
orestora more rarely, the first bright 
vellow-breasted orange-crowns (V’. c. lutescens) sing- 
ing repeatedly on territory mark the beginning of 
the spring warbler migration. Lutescents were seen 
on Mar. 11 at Santa Anita Canyon (C.) and on 
Mar. 15 at Sunland (K.). Orange-crowns of one or 
\pr. 
still 


another race were common as migrants from 
1-27, with some other than the resident: dusky 
at Palos Verdes on May 8 and 15 (Shuart). 
Nashville Calaveras warblers were seen in excep 
tional numbers from Apr. 10 to May 16, with a 
peak of 23 at Griffith Park on Apr. 25 (R.). The 
black-throated gray and the vellow were relatively 
Fownsend’s and hermit 
ported from many localities, but only the hermit 
in anv numbers and that in the 
Laguna on Apr. 17 (T. O. Clark) to a last 2 sing 
ing at Buckhorn Flat, San Gabriel Mts., on May 
23 (Cogswell). After an early male Macgillivray’s 
Arcadia on Apr. 4 (M., C.) there were 
a few scattered records between Apr. 17 and May 8 


scarce. warblers were re 


mountains — Mt. 


warbler at 


in the valley and foothills near L.A. with a last 
one (male) at Buckhorn Flat on May 23 (A. Berry, 
R. Mall). Unusually high numbers of chats in 


transit were recorded by Justin Russell in Griffith 
Park, L. A.. on May 2 (30 est.) and 17 (17 counted). 
Black-capped (pileolated) warblers were normal as 
to dates of migration (Apr. 11-May17) no big waves 
were noted, the maximum reported in one day 
being 15. 

Other olive-sided — fly 
catchers were seen at elevations below their nesting 
areas from Apr. 24 to May 9. Apr. 25 
at Santa Anita and ate a 
sphinx moth despite rapid fluttering of the moth’s 
wing (M., C.). After a supposed end of the red 
nuthatch 


perching — birds. — Four 


One on 


Canyon caught huge 


breasted invasion of last winter, 9 were 
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again found in Griffith Park on Apr. 4 and 1 on the 


25th (R.). These were in sycamore and alder 
trees rather than strictly in conifers as before. One 
was observed with 8X binoculars at 30 feet in a 
cottonwood tree at S.G.R.W.S. on May 22, a sur- 


prisingly late date for the low altitude of 215 ft. 
(Cogswell, Thos. Parker). Many russet-backed 
thrushes were heard overhead in the pre-dawn hours 
of May | near Arcadia and May 13 at Whittier (C.). 
There was a good western tanager migration with 
up to 30 recorded in an hour at San Dimas Canyon 
on May 2, but the last in the valleys were seen 
somewhat earlier than usual — May 22 at S.G.R.W:S. 
(Stultz). Blue grosbeaks and grasshopper sparrows 
arrived Apr. 21 and May 6 respectively at S.G.R.W/S. 
and became common again on nearby farm fields — 
the grosbeaks in brushy or weedy field borders and 
the in old alfalfa 
hummingbirds arrived on the coast slope some 
near Beaumont, Apr. 
(C.); and at Vapia Park, 


sparrows or oat fields. Costa's 
2 
weeks late; males were seen 
17; near Arcadia, Apr. 25 
Apr. 26 (Kent). The first western kingbirds were 
normally Mar. 22, but the mi- 
eration with 30 recorded in a few hours at Baldwin 


Hills (M.) 8 in field at S.G.R.W5S. 


seen on maximum 


and one on 


Apr. Il (A.B.), was over a week late. un- 
known explanation must account for the widely 
differing arrival dates of the purple martin — Mar. 
24 at Playa del Roy (Comby) and about the same 
time at Pasadena (Parker) and Santa Barbara 
(Rett), while at Whittier a colony of a few pairs 
nesting in a theater building returned this year 
(as last year) on May 10 (Cogswell). 

New locality and rarities. — Long-eared 
owl: flushed from daytime roost in golden-cup oak 
clump in Hemet Valley, San Jacinto Mts., on Apr. 
17 (C.). Hairy woodpecker: 1 in cottonwoods along 
Mojave River on fiat desert 5 miles south of Victor- 
ville on May 16 (Taylor, Cogswell). White-headed 


Some 


records 


woodpecker: Mt. Laguna, San Diego Co., on Apr. 
17 (T. O. Clark) —a new southernmost record. 
Bendire’s thrasher: pair (male singing) in Yucca 


Valley, NW of Joshua Tree National Monument, 
on May 31 (Taylor, Mall). Scott’s oriole: first yea 
male singing at Santa Ana on Apr. 10 (Harding) . 
Red crossbill: flock of 6 observed closely at feeding 
in Mt. Washington district, 
about Apr. 1 (McCune).— Howarp L. Cocswet, 
San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary, 2610 8. Dur 
fee Ave., El Monte, Calif. 


station Los Angeles, 
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Preliminary map showing breeding 


distribution of the chuck-will’s-widow. 


Data compiled by Robert E. Stewart; map drawn by K. C. Tabb. 
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Preliminary map showing breeding distribution of the poor-will 


Drawn by K. C. Tabb from data compiled by John W. Aldrich. 
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